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earthquakes. In 1998, 

125 villages and 4,000 

people were killed in an 

earthquake. 

Afghanistan has through 

the years resisted social 

changes and moderniza-

tion, king Amanullah made 

moves to change the 

country’s  traditional isola-

tion, he established  diplo-

matic relationships with 

many countries, and intro-

duced many social 

changes, most notably the 

education of women, abo-

lition of traditional Muslim 

veil for women. 

Many tribes and religious 

leaders were in opposition, 

faced  with armed opposi-

tion king Amanullah abdi-

cated in January 1929. 

The name Afghanistan 

means land of the Af-

ghans. Present day Af-

ghanistan was the eastern 

part of the Persian Empire, 

it is part of the Iranian 

Continent. The modern 

state of Afghanistan was 

created in 1747 by Ahmad 

Ahah Durrani.  

The Pashtuns are the 

founders of Afghanistan 

and the largest ethnic 

group in Afghanistan. 

Afghanistan is located in 

Central Asia, bordered by 

Pakistan in the south and 

east, Iran in the south and 

west, Turkmenistan, Uz-

bekistan and Tajikistan in 

the north, and China in the 

northeast. 

Afghanistan is strategically 

located connecting South 

and Central Asia and the 

Middle East. 

The exact population of 

Afghanistan is unknown, 

due to decades of wars no 

census has been taken, 

the estimated population 

however is 32 million. 

Four major ethnic groups 

make up Afghanistan; 

Pashtuns, Tajiks, Hazaraz 

and Uzbeks, there are 

several other minor tribes. 

Afghanistan is a mountain-

ous country, with plains in 

the north and southwest, 

most of the country is dry 

and fresh water supply is 

very limited. It has a conti-

nental climate of hot sum-

mers and cold winters. The 

country also suffers minor 

Afghanistan is an Islamic 

republic, with very strict 

Islamic laws. The women 

have no say and under the 

Taliban  subhuman, denied 

any form of education. 

Women had to be fully cov-

ered and could not venture 

out except in the company  

of a man. Over 99% of Af-

ghans are Muslims, ap-

proximately 74% to 80% 

Sunni Muslims and 17% to 

25% Shi’a Muslims, about 

30,000 to 150,00 Hindus 

and Sikhs living mostly in 

Jalalabad, Kabul, and Kan-

dahar.  There were small 

pockets of Jews up till 

1979, when the Soviets 

invaded Afghanistan, they 

all left except Zablon Simin-

tov who remained and is still 

the only Jew in Afghanistan 

till this day. 

The number of Christians 

are unknown if any, and 

there are no known 

churches. 
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> Capital: Kabul 

> Official languages: 

Dari, and Pashto. 

> Government: Islamic 

republic. 

> Location: South Asia, 
north and west of 
Pakistan, east of 

Iran. 

> Ethnic groups: Pash-
tun 42%, Tajik 27%, 
Hazara 9%, Uzbek 
9%, Aimak 4%, Turk-
men 3%, Baloch 2%, 

other 4%. 
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Afghanistan is divided into 

34 administrative prov-

inces each province has a 

capital, the province are 

divided into many provin-

cial districts and each 

district covers several 

townships.  

Afghanistan has very 

strong ties with Iran, they 

were once part of the Pers-

sian empire. They share 

the same language and 

culture.  

The main languages spo-

ken in Afghanistan are 

Eastern-Persian known as 

Dari, spoken by roughly 

50% and Pashto spoken 

by roughly 35%. 

Culturally they have high 

regard for personal honor 

and quick to use arms to 

settle disputes. Clan war-

fare and feuding has been 

a preoccupation through-

out their history, and made 

it difficult for foreign invad-

ers to hold the region.  

Afghanistan has tremen-

dous natural resources 

which include gold, zinc,  

silver, copper and iron ore 

in the southeast. In the 

northeast are precious 

and semi precious stones 

such as lapis, emerald, 

and azure. In the north are 

significant petroleum and 

natural gas reserves.  They 

also have uranium, coal, 

chromite, talc, barites, 

sulfur, lead and salt. 

These resources remain 

untapped. But plans are 

under way to begin utiliz-

ing them. 

ple were killed in Kabul 

alone from fighting. It was 

at this time a militia of 

Pashtun Islamic students, 

the Taliban, made an at-

tempt at taking Afghani-

stan. 

In September of 1996 the 

Taliban captured Kabul 

and declared themselves 

the government of the 

Islamic Emirate of Afghani-

the Mujahedeen with 

weapons lost interest in 

Afghanistan and did not 

help rebuild this devas-

tated land, as a result the 

victorious Mujahedeen 

warlords began to take for 

themselves various parts 

of Afghanistan and impose 

their own set of rules, with 

a lot of infighting. 

In 1994 over 10,000 peo-

stan, establishing some 

semblance of order be it 

though by brutal means. 

They controlled two thirds 

of the country imposing 

puritanical form of Islamic 

law. 

By 2000 the Taliban con-

trolled 90% of the country, 

though not recognized by 

the international  
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president, 2 vice presi-

dents and a national as-

sembly, consisting of 2 

houses; the house of peo-

ple and the house of eld-

ers. There is a judiciary 

branch consisting of the 

high courts and the appeal 

courts. 

Afghanistan has suffered 

continuous and brutal 

wars, both civil and for-

eign. A people very difficult 

to subdue and certainly 

not conquerable.  

This land has not known 

peace or any long lasting 

stable government. 

 The Mujahedeen (Islamic 

warriors) fought the Soviet 

invasion in 1979, which 

took enormous human 

and economic toll. After 

the Soviet withdrawal, the 

US and its allies who had 

supported and supplied  

A  L O O K  A T  T H E  P O L I T I C A L  H I S T O R Y  

Afghanistan has a history 

of power struggle and 

bloody coups. It has ex-

perienced all forms of 

government from monar-

chy, republic, communism, 

theocracy, and now an 

Islamic republic consisting 

of three branches of gov-

ernment, executive, legis-

lative, and judiciary.  

The Afghanistan constitu-

tion allows for an elected 
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“Afghanistan has 
a history of power 
struggle and 
bloody coup.” 



Community. The northern 

alliance led by president 

Burhanuddin Rabbani was 

the officially recognized 

government.  

The Taliban set up an ex-

tensive terrorist training 

camp near Kabul run by 

Osama Bin Laden, out of 

which came the men that 

launched the 911 attack 

on the US. 

President Rabbani of the 

northern alliance was as-

sassinated by a suicide 

bomb attack by assassins 

Posing as Arab journalists, 

two days latter the 911 

attack masterminded by 

Bin Laden took place. 

Following the 911 attack, 

the US and its allies 

launched operation Endur-

ing freedom, a military 

campaign to eradicate the 

Taliban and Al-Qaeda ter-

rorist training camp.  By 

2002, the Taliban and Al 

Qaeda were largely de-

feated, though a small 

number of the fighters 

remain at large. 

Hamid Karzai a Pashtun 

with ties to the former king 

was appointed interim 

leader, former king Mu-

hammad Zahir Shah re-

turned to the country from 

exile and was declared the 

father of the nation. 

The government of Af-

ghanistan is on the way to 

recovery after decades of 

wars, which greatly af-

fected their economic  

growth and stability. 

We must pray that the 

kingdom of God will be 

established in their mist. 

• Pray that the blind-

ness be removed 

from their eye. 

• Pray for lasting peace 

in this land. 

• Pray for an open door 

for the gospel 

Afghanistan is a war rav-

aged land. The people 

fight for a living and live to 

fight. This has had an obvi-

ous tool on their lives and 

economy. As they begin 

the long road to rebuilding, 

they face much opposition 

especially from  the tradi-

tional Islamic fundamen-

talist. 

• Pray that the Lord 

would change the 

tradition of violence. 

 

“The earnest prayer of a 

righteous person has great 

power and produces won-

derful results.”  James 

5:16 (NLT). 

A  L O O K  A T  T H E  P O L I T I C A L  H I S T O R Y  
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face many challenges in 

education, most parents 

would not let their daugh-

ters be taught by men and 

because there is a lack of 

female teachers most 

conservative families keep 

their  daughters from get-

ting an education. 

The increasing insurgency 

and poverty has led to a 

rise in opium production, 

militants use to finance 

their operations. 

The low literacy level has 

left many with no skills 

except fighting. 

These are some of the 

many challenges Afghani-

stan faces in rebuilding 

the county. 

A  L O O K  A T  T H E  C H A L L E N G E S  

Afghanistan has been a 

very traditional Islamic 

country, all attempts at 

modernizing it has failed. 

Thy have a very low liter-

acy rate, and the few pro-

fessionals left the country 

especially during the 7 

years rule of the Taliban, 

though classic poetry is a 

very important aspect of 

the culture.  

Afghanistan continues to 
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FOCUS is a monthly newsletter birth from a God given 

desire during my time in Missions School at Christ for the 

Nations Dallas TX, over 12 years ago. Also from a recent 

phone call on my birthday March 16th 2008, from my 

sister Koko, urging me to write a newsletter called FO-

CUS, that as it’s name implies bring attention to the un-

reached people groups, and Countries in the 10/40 win-

dow. 

This month’s edition is the fifth of several articles focusing 

on the unreached in the 10/40 window. My desire is to 

bring to the awareness of the body of Christ worldwide, 

especially in the free world the unreached in the 10/40 

window, and the plight of the persecuted Church. My inten-

tion in doing this is to provoke you to pray, go as a mis-

sionary to these places, or people groups, or support the 

missionaries who are there. 

MAY GOD BLESS YOU 

M A P  O F  A F G H A N I S T A N  

Penetrating the 10/40 
window with the gospel 
 

Transforming the Nations through 
Jesus Christ 

Hamid Karzai 
President of Afghanistan 

ATIM O. BASSEY         atimbassey@cmd1040.org 
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