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and cities; The dominant 

three religious blocs; The 

preponderance of the 

poor; and the stronghold 

of Satan”. (http://

www.Joshuaproject.net/10

-40-window.php). 

 

The 10/40 window refers 

to those regions in the 

eastern hemisphere lo-

cated between 10 and 40 

degrees north of the equa-

tor, encompassing Saha-

ran North Africa, right 

through West Asia, South 

Asia, and much of South-

east Asia. 

 It has the highest number 

of people groups and na-

tions not yet reached with 

the gospel on the planet, 

as well as the world’s 

poorest. 

This term was coined by 

missionary strategist Luis 

Bush in 1990 referring to 

those regions of the world 

least reached by the gos-

pel and Christian re-

sources.  

The aim in highlighting this 

region is to bring attention 

to three elements; The 

highest poverty level, the 

low quality of life, and the 

lack of access to the Chris-

tian message and re-

sources. 

The initial name for this 

area was the “resistant 

belt”. Luis Bush’s research 

with PC-based GIS soft-

ware boxed this region into 

what was called the 

10/40 box. His wife saw 

this as a window of oppor-

tunity and renamed it the 

10/40 window. 

The 10/40 window has 

several points of focus: 

“The historical and biblical 

significance; The least 

evangelized countries; The 

unreached people groups 

The world population in 

1995 was estimated at 5.6 

billion, and in 2007 esti-

mated at 6.6 billion, out of 

which 4.1 billion alone live 

in the 10/40 window, two 

third of the world’s popula-

tion. 95% of these people 

are un-evangelized, out of  

which 1.6 billion have not 

yet had the chance to hear 

the gospel even once. 

97% of the least evangel-

ized countries in the world 

are inside the 10/40 win-

dow. 

The three major religions in 

the 10/40 window are Is-

lam, Hinduism and Bud-

dhism. These religious 

groups are  increasing in 

numbers every day. 

 The top fifty least evangel-

ized cities of the world are 

situated in the 10/40 win-

dow, an area of great spiri-

tual darkness.  

PRAY THROUGH THE WINDOW 

“ T H E  1 0 / 4 0  W I N D O W ”  
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Country 

  
Total 
Ethnic 
Groups 

 
Least-
Reached 
Groups 

India 2,596 2,283 

China 504 415 

Paki-
stan 

390 375 

Bangla-
desh 

402 355 

Nepal 335 312 



The biblical and historic 

significance; Adam and 

Eve were placed by God in 

the heart of what is now 

the 10/40 window, God’s 

plan was for them to  sub-

due and dominate. Man’s 

futile attempt after the fall 

to establish new dominion 

without God, in building 

the Tower of Babel oc-

curred also in the heart of 

the 10/40 window. An 

open defiance against 

God. We certainly see a 

history of defiance  and 

rebellion against God in 

this area.  

God raised from this re-

gion a man Abraham, 

through whom he would 

birth a nation and ulti-

mately by Christ reach the 

world. 

It was in the 10/40 win-

dow the Christ was born, 

lived and died sacrificially 

for our redemption and 

rose again.  

The birth of the Christian 

church first took place in 

the 10/40 window, along 

with the first gentile 

Church in Antioch of Syria,  

from which the beginning 

of missionary efforts by 

Paul and Barnabas was 

launched. It was not until 

Paul’s second missionary 

journey that he ventured 

outside the 10/40 win-

dow.  

Now, you understand why 

there’s a raging spiritual 

battle over this region, and 

why, Satan seeks to keep 

his hold and establish the 

stronghold of  his 

the face of great hopeless-

ness. China is the largest 

identifiable bloc within the 

10/40 window, with a 

population of 1.2 billion. 

Though officially Atheist, 

have Buddhist roots and 

also practice folklore, mys-

ticism, animism, and oc-

cultism. 

The 10/40 window is Sa-

tan’s stronghold. The book 

Islam is reaching  out  

aggressively to all parts of 

the world, they generously 

finance their efforts, yet 

we literarily have to be 

persuaded to fund Chris-

tian missionary efforts. 

Hinduism has ravaged 

India and Nepal, their se-

vere spiritual blindness 

has brought untold suffer-

ing, poverty and suicide in 

of Daniel unveils the terri-

torial struggle between the 

Angel of God and Satan 

over Persia, now modern-

day Iran in the 10/40 win-

dow. That spiritual battle 

still rages till this day. As 

Daniel’s prayer and fasting 

brought results so can 

ours if we avail ourselves. 

Satan will as before con-

tinue to resist, but we 

must establish  dominion. 

T H E  S I G N I F I C A N C E  O F  T H E  1 0 / 4 0  W I N D O W  

 

even once, not to mention 

those who may know, but 

not had a chance to re-

spond or yet still, those 

who have heard but re-

sisted. The fifty least evan-

gelized countries are in 

the 10/40 window.  

Three of the world’s domi-

nant religious bloc are in 

the 10/40 window; Islam 

with an estimated  popula-

tion of  1.1 billion, est. 

(2000), Hindus estimated 

at 1 billion, est. (2000) 

and the Buddhists an esti-

mated population of 600 

million, est. (2000). An 

overwhelming total of 2.7 

billion people, not to men-

tion other minor religious 

groups and Atheism. 

Are these figures not trou-

bling to you? Should there 

not be a concentration of 

Christian efforts in the 

10/40 window?   

T H E  U N E V A N G E L I Z E D  I N  T H E  1 0 / 4 0  W I N D O W  

government here. Should 

we not  take back this 

biblical territory that is 

also home to God’s peo-

ple, the Jews?  

The 10/40 window is 

home to the world’s “un-

evangelized” people. An 

estimated 4 billion people 

reside in the window,  out 

of which an estimated 1.6 

billion have never had the 

chance to hear the gospel 
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The Hindu 

Map showing the three major religious 
blocs in the 10/40 window 

“Adam and Eve 
were placed by 
God in the heart of 
what is now the 
10/40 window...” 



The 10/40 window con-

tains over 70% of the 

world’s people, but only 

8% missionary effort. This 

vast effort of evangelizing 

the unreached is left  to 

only a few, who often get 

burned out and discour-

aged as they face the over-

whelming task of reaching 

the lost. Their efforts are 

hardly visible as they labor 

year after year.  

A lot of missionaries get 

very discourage from lack 

of financial and emotional 

support. Less than 1/2 of 

1% of Church budget goes 

to evangelizing the 10/40 

window. I must bring this 

sad fact to attention, the 

vast majority of financial 

contribution to missionary 

efforts comes from the 

USA. In Africa, we expend 

all our financial efforts on 

building projects and 

Church programs. 

We Africans, especially in 

Nigerians should be 

poised to take over from 

the USA in missionary 

efforts, as most of the 

doors close to western 

missionaries. 

There are challenges, such 

as cultural barriers, lan-

guage barriers and most 

of the unreached practice 

religious fundamentalism.  

More Christians have been 

martyred in the 20th cen-

tury than in the past 19 

centuries combined. 

Politically the governments 

tend to close their coun-

ties to Christianity.   

         

• Pray for more people 

to respond to the call 

to go to the un-

reached in the 10/40 

window. 

• Pray for an open 

heaven over this re-

gion. 

• Pray against the spiri-

• Adopt a country from 

the list above and 

pray for the people on 

a regular basis. 

• Pray for the mission-

aries who are laboring 

there, for God’s pro-

tection and grace. 

 

tual strongholds in 

this region 

 

“The earnest prayer of a 

righteous person has great 

power and produces won-

derful results”.  James 

5:16 (NLT). 

 

M I S S I O N A R Y  E F F O R T S  A N D  C H A L L E N G E S  

 

P R A Y E R  F O C U S  

Iraq, -   Israel, -  Ja-

pan, - Jordan, - Korea, 

north, - Korea, South, 

- Kuwait, - Laos, - 

Lebanon, - Libya, - 

Mali, - Malta, - Mauri-

tania, - Morocco, - 

Myanmar (Burma), - 

Nepal, - Niger, - 

Oman, - Pakistan, - 

Palestine (west Bank/

Gaza), - Philippines, 

Portugal, - Qatar, - 

Saudi Arabia, - Sene-

gal, - Sudan, - Syria, - 

Taiwan, - Tajikistan, -  

Thailand, - Tunisia, - 

Turkey, Turkmenistan, 

- United Arab Emir-

ates, - Vietnam, - 

West Sahara, - 

Yemen. 

       WHO WOULD GO? 

If we are to fulfill the great 

commission we must go to 

the unreached. 

C O U N T R I E S  I N  T H E  1 0 / 4 0  W I N D O W  

• Afghanistan, - Algeria, 

- Bahrain, -

Bangladesh, - Benin, - 

Bhutan, - Burkina 

Faso, - Cambodia, - 

Chad, - China,  - 

China, -Hong Kong, - 

China, Macao, - Cy-

prus, - Djibouti, - 

Egypt, - Eritrea, - 

Ethiopia, - Gambia, - 

Gibraltar, - Greece, - 

Guinea, - Guinea-

Bissau, - India, - Iran, - 
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 The Muslim 

The Sikh 

“ More Christians 
have been 
martyred in the 
20th century than 
in the past 19 
centuries 
combined” 



FOCUS is a monthly newsletter birth from a God given 

desire during my time in Missions School at Christ for the 

Nations Dallas TX 16 years ago. Also from a recent phone 

call on my birthday March 16th 2008, from my sister Koko 

urging me to write a newsletter called FOCUS, that as it’s 

name implies bring attention to the unreached people 

groups, and Countries in the 10/40 window. 

This month’s edition is the first of several articles focusing 

on the unreached in the 10/40 window. My desire is to 

bring to the awareness of the body of Christ worldwide 

especially in the free world the unreached in the 10/40 

window, and the plight of the persecuted Church. My inten-

tion in doing this is to provoke you to pray, go as a mis-

sionary to these places or people groups or support the 

missionaries who are there. 

MAY GOD BLESS YOU 

M A P  S H O W I N G  T H E  1 0 / 4 0  W I N D O W  I N  R E D  

Penetrating the 10/40 
window with the gospel 

Transforming the Nations through 
Jesus Christ 

ATIM O. BASSEY                                                                     atim_bassey@yahoo.com    4 

REFERENCESREFERENCESREFERENCESREFERENCES    

• http://

www.Joshuaproject.net/

10-40-window.php.    

• http://en.wikipedia.org/

wiki/10/40_window.    

• http://home.snu.edu/

~HCULBERT/1040.htm. 

• http://

www.ad2000.org/1040b

roc.htm. 

• http://

www.thinkwow.com/

surgeup/10-

40_window.htm. 


