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How it all began                                                                                                                    
A leading by the Lord to go to Calabar early 
February of 2018, would lead CMD into a new work 
among street children. My first night was spent 
praying, God had me here for a reason, I needed to 
hear from Him. As the rays of daylight beamed 
through the curtains, I finally decided to sleep.  

The next day, the Lord led me to our first assignment and the second would be linked to the 
first. My brother and I on our way into the grocery store parking lot, saw a boy of about 7 
years lying on the ground beside the gate. “That’s a street child” I exclaimed (I recognize 
them a mile away, from my work with street children in Calcutta), he responded with pain in 
his voice, “we have so many of them in Calabar”. I went straight into work mode, without 
making initial contact with the child, we quickly rushed into the shop to buy food for him. 
From experience I knew he probably hadn’t eaten in days. When we got back he was gone, 
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but now there were three other kids around the dumpster 
by the gate, we shared the food amongst them. Knowing 
this wasn’t enough, we went back and got three more packs 
of food, by the time we came back, there were now seven 
children and a couple more running towards us.  

A New Work on the Streets                                                                                            
I knew so well this was a call to a new assignment for CMD 
in Calabar. We are to provide for the needs of these street 
children, “but we need a point man in this city with a 

passion for street kids to work with,” I half said to my brother, thinking aloud, and speaking 
to the Lord at the same time. My brother sitting beside me would have the answer, he 
introduced me to that person. A few days later, I met with a young man named Daniel, who 
has been working with these street children, he’s truly called to this work. He has earned 
their trust and respect, and that, my friends doesn’t come easy from my personal experience.  

My meeting with Daniel began our new CMD 
ministry work among street children in Calabar. 
The immediate and urgent needs are food and 
medical care. Right now CMD feeds between 
sixty to sixty five children every Saturday by the 
dumpster where they hang out, as well as care 
for all their medical needs.  We would love to 
increase the feeding frequency, but can only 
afford once a week for now, due to so many 
pressing ministry needs and very limited 
resources 

 Our future plan is to rent a property to set up a “Day Center” where they can come to on a 
daily basis to be fed, cleaned up, ministered to physically, medically and spiritually, teach 
them income earning skills and eventually a home. People often ask me, “why 
can’t you just take them off the streets and get a place 
for them to live in”? Well that would be a 
wonderful thing to do, only that it doesn’t quite 
work that way in reality. Street children are very 
difficult to rehabilitate immediately, they would 
often run right back to the streets. They need to 
be gradually transitioned into an enclosed living 
space, usually a day Center would be the 
beginning of that transition.  
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The Invisible Children of Calabar                                                                                                         
The children range from less than a year to twenty 
years, they ravage through the huge dumpster field 
hidden from public view, for plastic bottles, 
aluminum, copper and steel to sell. Some build 
tents near the dumpster where they live and others 
sleep on the streets, they stay in groups at night for 
safety.  

The reasons they are on the streets range from 
either: dysfunctional homes, sexual or physical abuse at home, a stepmother or stepfather 
who doesn’t want the child in the home, lost both parents and no relative willing to 
take on the responsibility of raising the child, young 
single mothers too poor to provide for them, to kids 
who are simply rebellious and are thrown out of the 
home. 60% of the children are on drugs such as;  
tramadol, marijuana etc. The common drug of 
choice is glue sniffing, this drug is particularly cheap 
and easily accessible. Some of the little girls at night 
sell their bodies for money.  

The children are tough and hardened, they’ve lost 
their childhood innocence. They survive untold 
brutality from predators and law enforcement, some 
have simply disappeared. 

The Carnival has produced a level of immorality and 
open doors for demonic activities in Calabar that’s 
unimaginable, the high rate of rape during this 
season is unbelievably. Drunkenness, debouching, 
nudity etc can only be imagined. Today we are seeing 
some of the devastating effects on the streets. These 
children are some of the victims of this ungodly 
festival. Please pray for them.                                                                          

Atim Bassey.                                      
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