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 Introduction 

This report contains a brief account of the significant events I experienced 

during my trip to the Central African Republic (CAR), embarked upon from 

Friday the 2nd of March to Wednesday the 7th of March 2018. I went into CAR 

to have a firsthand assessment of the work of CMD in CAR for the past three 

years. 

In this report, I describe my experiences on a day by day basis in that country. 

I also attempt to shed light on the structure, modus operandi, and achievement of our team of 

workers reaching the Unreached in that country; while also pointing out the needs of the 

various missions initiatives they are engaged with. The CMD team 

in CAR is otherwise known as CMD Central African Republic 

(CMD CAR). 

Special Credit for this report goes to Brice N’gatte, Missions 

Director, CMD Central African Republic; for his personal efforts in 

ensuring my hitch free stay in his country. His excellent leadership 

acumen has given unusual impetus the work. God bless you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 About Central African Republic 

“O God, in mercy bless us; let your face beam with joy as you look down at us. Send us around the 

world with the news of your saving power and your eternal plan for all mankind. How everyone 
throughout the earth will praise the Lord! How glad the nations will be, singing for joy because you are 

their King and will give true justice to their people! Praise God, O world! May all the peoples of the 

earth give thanks to you. For the earth has yielded abundant harvests. God, even our own God, will 
bless us. And peoples from remotest lands will worship him.” 

- Psalms 67:1-7 (TLB) 

The Central African Republic is a land-locked 

country located at the centre of Africa. It has a 

common boundary with Chad to the 

north, Sudan to the northeast, South Sudan to the 

east, the Democratic Republic of the Congo to 

the south, the Republic of the Congo to the 

southwest 

and Cameroon to the west. Since her independence, the country has 

experienced series of socio-political instability. As a result, the government is very weak, public services 

are struggling, and the people are largely poor. Foreigners own most of the big businesses, and practically 

control the economy of the country. 

Though French and Sango are the official languages of CAR, only the few educated speak French, Sango is 

spoken by generally spoken. Eighty percent consider themselves “Christian,” but for most their faith is 

nominal. Of more than 80 ethnic groups, seven are considered unreached with the Gospel. Very little 

Christian work is being done among the Arab and Hausa immigrants, and Islam is 

making rapid inroads into CAR.  

Despite its significant natural resources, such as uranium reserves, crude 

oil, gold, diamonds, as well as significant quantities of arable land, the Central 

African Republic is among the ten poorest countries in the world. As of 2015, 

according to the Human Development Index (HDI), the country had the lowest 

level of human development, ranking 188th out of 188 countries. It is also estimated 

to be the unhealthiest country as well as the worst country in which to be young. 

The Central African Republic is heavily dependent upon foreign aid and 

numerous NGOs provide services that the government does and cannot not 

provide. (Wikipedia, March 2018) 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aid
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Non-governmental_organization


The Central African Republic has suffered violence since 

December 2012, when several bands of mainly Muslim rebel 

groups formed an alliance, taking the name Seleka. They left their 

strongholds in the north of the country and made their way south, 

seizing power from then-president Francois Bozize. Their 

president was in turn ousted in a negotiated transition in January 

2014. 

In reaction to the Seleka's attacks, some Central Africans formed 

self-defense groups called anti-balaka. Some of these groups, 

mainly composed of Christians, began attacking Muslims out of 

revenge, and the conflict took on a sectarian character. Although 

the civil war has officially ended and the Seleka have been 

disbanded, ex-Seleka and anti-balaka groups have continued to 

terrorize people. Thousands of people have been killed in the 

violence, and hundreds of thousands 

displaced from their homes. This conflict 

has further impoverished the people and 

crippled the country. The country is saturated with the United Nations Peace-

Keeping Force called MINUSCA (United Nations Multidimensional Integrated 

Stabilization Mission in the Central African Republic), who are helping the weak 

central government to manage the country. 

 

 Purpose of Trip 

I was sent to visit CMD CAR in order to 

- Evaluate their different missions initiatives,  

- Offer advice on ways to improve effectiveness, 

- Encourage the team in the unfinished task before them, and  

- Align their general operations with the long-term vision of CMD as received 

from the Lord 

I was also expected to meet with the CMD team in Bangui (including the 

Prayer House Leaders), visit the missions station of Bagandu and its 

surrounding fields, as well as the missions team in enclave of SCAD. 

It was intended that the visit would reassure the team of indigenous workers 

in CMD CAR, that CMD Nigeria stood solidly behind them, and is committed 

to supporting their present and future endeavours. This we believe would 

give renewed spiritual impetus and momentum to the work they are currently 

engaged in. 

Arriving Bangui on Friday the 2nd of March 2018, by 4:30pm local time, I 

quickly had a meeting with the CMD leadership: Brice N’gatte (Missions Director), and Pastor Makela 

Yamale (CMD CAR Board of Trustee Chairman). The meeting was cordial, but critical issues were 



thoroughly discussed, questions were raised, answers were provided and suggestions were noted. It ended 

on a positive spirit with each person knowing what to do next in line with agreed timelines. We retired for 

the night in preparation for our trip into the countryside the next day. 

 

 The Journey to SCAD and Bagandu 
The next day, Saturday the 3rd of March, I met 

with the dutiful Ms. Macheree Samo (CMD CAR 

Financial Secretary) and alongside Brice Ngatte 

we purchased some supplies and headed outside 

Bangui. After crossing the rigorous checkpoint at 

Bimbo, we boarded a van which was cramped 

with people, and began our journey from Bangui 

to the interior of Lobaye prefecture, 100 kilometres away. Because of the several 

checkpoints and the bad road, the journey to Mbaiki, took us well over 3 hours. 

Arriving Mbaiki at about 5:10pm local time, we boarded motorcycles that evening, 

and began the One-hour journey to the village of SCAD (Societe Centrafricaine de 

Deroulage), not far from the banks of river Lobaye. We drove through dense forests 

on a dirt road. At some point, I wondered I humans would actually be at the end 

of the road, but again and again I saw huts, and hamlets littering the lonely forest. 

Just outside the village of SCAD, we encountered a strong military checkpoint which delayed us for about 

5 minutes, but when we showed our papers, we were allowed to enter the town. We were warmly 

received by the team members who were there.  

 

 

CMD SCAD 

 

SCAD (Societe Centrafricaine de 

Deroulage) is located behind the 

banks of River Lobaye in Lobaye 

prefecture in the Central African 

Republic. The work of CMD in 

SCAD began in 2016, with Missions 

Coordinator, Innocent Kalambani initiating the effort when he 

met with Vincent Pingo, a church planter. Vincent Pingo joined 

the CMD team, and thus began their unique work. A work which 

includes the planting of the first church among the Pygmies of 

Boukarakombo, SCAD. In the near future, the team in SCAD 

hopes to expand their church planting effort among the 

Pygmies into the borders of the Congo. 



By 9am on Sunday the 4th of March 2018, we began our trek to the banks 

of river Lobaye from whence we took a 

wobbly canoe across the river to the 

Pygmies of Boukarakombo who had been 

singing and waiting for us since dawn. 

Their voices were harmonious, their joy 

was palpable and contagious, and the whole river front was filled with God’s 

presence. 

We baptized about 12 souls into the faith, and thereafter proceeded to a communion service at the grass 

church erected by CMD there. This was the very first church among the Pygmies of Boukarakombo. 

That afternoon we crossed the Lobaye river and headed back to our rest 

house, from whence we had a meeting with the 

CMD team on the ground. We later left SCAD 

and took a long meandering road and arrived two 

hours later in Bagandu. 

 

CMD Bagandu 

We got to Bagandu that Sunday night, and were received by the passionate workers 

there. That night we had a lengthy meeting with the CMD leadership Bagandu, 

headed by Pastor Arthure. For effective operations, 

they were organized into leadership cadre and 

membership cadre. Our meeting centered around 

the existing Prayer Network, future missions 

training for the workers, CMD Bagandu 2018 

projects, and a word of encouragement from CMD 

Nigeria. The next morning, we made our way to the first Pygmy settlement. We 

met the leader of the settlement, and his team 

marking out the boundaries of their 

settlement. He complained of rejection, oppression and 

encroachment of their land by other village folks. The community was 

well above 100 persons, but there was no church presence. The 

CMD team in Bagandu was determined to correct that, I was 

told. 

That afternoon we visited the Pygmy site at Kenga forest, where CMD Bagandu had planted a church. We 

were greeted with joy by the brethren there, even their church choir was on hand to welcome us with 

wonderful tunes and songs. We thereafter baptized about six (6) souls into the fold. After a short word 

of encouragement, we prayed together and started our journey back to Bagandu. 



Having assessed the immense need and opportunity in this region, 

CMD purchased a land which would serve as a base for our 

missions work in that region. The land is just 3 kilometres from 

the centre of Bagandu town. By the grace of God, it would host 

basic social amenities like a hospital, a school, and a church, and a 

rest house for workers 

around the Lobaye-Congo 

basin area.  

 

 

 

 

 The Journey back from Bagandu  

The journey from Bagandu back to Mbaiki was quite 

adventurous. After seeing through the process of the land 

purchase at Bagandu, we embarked on a 20-minute motorcycle 

ride to the banks of river Lobaye, from whence we hoped to 

cross to the other side, and then begin our twenty kilometre 

(20 KM) ride to Mbaiki. On getting to the river bank it began 

to rain heavily, and we had to locate a shelter. When the rain 

finally stopped, we loaded our motorbikes into the canoe; but darkness was fast approaching. We took 

another dangerously wobbly canoe ride to the other side of the river and continued on motorcycles 

through the forest dirt road. 

At about 7:30pm that night, when 

everywhere was completely dark, the 

unusual happened. Two of our bikes 

began developing an unusual tire 

problem. This continued until they finally 

ground to a halt – the tires got burst. 

Here was I and others in the middle of 

the jungle with dots of pygmy settlement 

here and there, with no access to 

civilization whatsoever. Two of our team members became convinced that we may 

have to spend the night along the road. “Not me!”, I said to myself. “I must get to the 

nearest civilization that night”, I suggested. 



And so, with the only bike still functioning, I was driven towards Mbaiki. After driving for about 20 minutes, 

the sight of human settlement gave spontaneous joy and relief to my 

heart. To cut it short, we all arrived Mbaiki safely, and passed the 

night at a local church. By then I was too tired to know bother about 

the petty things of life. I just wanted to sleep. 

The next morning, we went to the local motor park to await the 

arrival of a bus heading to Bangui. We eventually got to Bangui by 

1:30pm on Tuesday the 6th of March 2018. It was indeed a trip to be 

forever remembered. 

 

 The Work in Bangui 

On Wednesday the 7thof March 2018, I went out on the streets to see 

some of the young men and women being ministered to, I saw the 

heartrending conditions in which they live in. May God raise help for 

these brethren.  

I also met with the CMD Team in Bangui. Pst Gabin (Head of our Prayer 

House Network) and Sis. Therese (Minister to Street gangs and 

prostitutes) are instruments for God’s glory. Their dedication to Jesus 

Christ has kept them going stronger. 

 

 How the Team Works 

The missions work of the 

Centre for Missionary 

Development (CMD) in 

Central African Republic 

began in 2015. Sister Atim 

Bassey conducted missions 

training for indigenous church 

workers there in 2015, and 

subsequently we conducted trainings in 2016 and 2017. It was intended that CMD CAR would be 

established and run with the vision of CMD Nigeria:  

- Providing the Church with information on Missions,  

- Training Missionaries, and  

- Missions Mobilization 

Unlike CMD Nigeria, or other contemporary missions initiatives, CMD 

CAR is loosely-structured with a strong sense of teamwork, and 

unity of purpose. Decisions are mostly taken by consensus, and 

leadership is only visible by the responsibilities they handle- there are no special status for them.  



The team works like a mini community, just like the early church. Though from different churches, they 

have clicked with one purpose in mind- reaching the Unreached. 

 

Advisory Trustee 

1. Pastor Makela Yamale 

 

Executives 

1. Brice Ngatte (Missions Director) 

2. Innocent Kalambani (Missions Coordinator/ Secretary) 

3. Macheree Samo (Financial Secretary and Treasurer) 

 

CMD Team, Bangui 

1. Mrs Therese Obongo (Ministry to Prostitutes, and Street Gangs) 

2. Pastor Douam Gabin (Head of Prayer Houses) 

3. Sis. Abang Brenda (Prayer House Leader) 

4. Lucien Namdono (Prayer House Leader) 

 

CMD SCAD 

1. Pastor Pingo Vincent – Lead Missionary   

2. About a dozen workers (many of them part time) 

CMD Bagandu 

1. Pastor Arthure – Missions Co-ordinator 

2. Pst Cyr – Deputy Missions Coordinator/ Secretary 

3. Pst Tiburce – Intercessory Leader 

4. Pst Christopher – Treasurer 

 

For more information on the work of CMD CAR, please 

visit http://cmd1040.org/what-we-do-car/ 

 

 

 

 Achievements of the Trip 

With the knowledge of CMD’s mission and vision, coupled with 

an understanding of what we intend to achieve in the Central 

African Republic, the following are my estimation of how this trip serves our strategic operations in CAR and 

Africa in general. 

1. CMD Nigeria now has an improved understanding of how CMD CAR functions, in terms of form, structure, 

and the extent of their work. 

 

2. The team in CAR has been instilled with the mentality of reaching other French speaking parts of Africa, 

particularly the Unreached Muslim in Muslim Africa. 

 

3. The visit was a source of encouragement to the team who were eagerly awaiting Sis. Atim’s visit this January 
(2018). 
 

http://cmd1040.org/about/


4. The meeting with Pastor Makela and Brice N’gatte provided a platform to concretize plans for the mission 

that had been left undecided hitherto.  

 

5. The trip provided the Friday Otuya, (Missions Coordinator) with a firsthand experience of how to set up a 

missions work in a foreign country, especially the many intricacies and small but important details of the 

work. 

 

6. The pictures and videos brought back from the trip would enhance the credibility of our information when 

sharing with the body of Christ. They would also preserve the experience for future inspection. 

 

7. The model of Prayer been applied by CMD Nigeria in Lagos, was shared with the Prayer Houses in Bangui. 

This would enhance the strategy of their prayers.  

 

 What Next? 

"Sympathy is no substitute for action." 

- David Livingstone 

 

 The first and only Church in Boukarakombo, SCAD 

desperately needs partnership in order to construct a small 

place of worship. This would ensure that the Pygmies there 

do not leave the vicinity, the Pygmy Pastor can live close to 

the church, and encourage other Pygmies in the bush to 

come out for fellowship. 

 The energetic and passionate team in Bagandu needs to be 

trained. A missions training in Bagandu is therefore highly 

necessary. 

 CMD wants to develop the land for usage by the Pygmies in Bagandu. We earnestly trust God for 

partnerships in building a church, a school, a hospital, and a rest house. 

 

 Conclusion 

“Expect great things from God; attempt great things for God” 

- William Carey 

This report barely summarizes the events that took place in those six (6) days. At times I was filled 

with faith; at other points I was filled with fear. Sometimes I cried; other times 

I laughed out loud. Words cannot express the beauty 

of the creature of God giving glory to God. The fact 

that there are places in Africa where the name of Jesus 

Christ has not been proclaimed is a shame to us Christians. At some points 

I ministered to others; at other points I felt God ministering to me and filling my heart with a 

responsibility I may never be able to divest myself from. We all have a responsibility of not just sharing 

Jesus’ gospel, but sharing it with those who have never heard it; at all costs. 



May God harden us and prepare us to make the necessary sacrifices till all the earth resounds in praise 

to Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 References 

Central African Republic https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_African_Republic (Accessed on 

Tuesday the 20th of March 2018) 

Aka People https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aka_people (Accessed on Tuesday the 20th of March 2018) 

SIM- Central African Republic https://www.simusa.org/about/where-we-work/africa/central-

african-republic/ (Accessed on Wednesday the 4th of March 2018) 

What it's Like to be A Missionary in Central African Republic 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/what-its-like-to-be-a-missionary-in-central-african-

republic-61976 (Accessed on Wednesday the 4th of March 2018) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_African_Republic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aka_people
https://www.simusa.org/about/where-we-work/africa/central-african-republic/
https://www.simusa.org/about/where-we-work/africa/central-african-republic/
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/what-its-like-to-be-a-missionary-in-central-african-republic-61976
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/what-its-like-to-be-a-missionary-in-central-african-republic-61976


  Gallery 

 



  Gallery 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Stanbic IBTC Bank Plc 
The Center for Missionary Development 

9200125091 
 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU, AND GOD BLESS. 

 

 


