PRAY

THROUGH

THE

WINDOW

FOCUS
October, 2009

Volume 3, Issue 9

PRAY THROUGH THE 10/40 WINDOW
THE
SPECIAL
POINTS OF
INTEREST:
> 3 billion people without Bibles.
> 2700 people groups
have no written language
> 2 billion people in
oral culture are unevangelized.
> 1.6 billion in the
10/40 have not
heard the gospel even
once.
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DOLPOS

The Dolpo people live in
the Kamali zone of northwest Nepal all the way to
the border between Nepal
and China, this area is
called Dolpa, home of the
Dolpo people.
Northern Nepal where the
Dolpos live is called the
hidden valley of Dolpo
people. The Dolpos still
live in very primitive conditions, untouched by civilization. No roads exist,
maybe reachable by small
plans or by walking many
days. This northern part of
Nepal is characterized by
steep valleys, and a collection of Dolpo villages remote from each other.
90% of the forty Dolpo
settlements are situated
at very high elevation of
12,000—15,000 feet
above sea level, the high-
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est human settlement in
the world.
They are approximately
10,000 Dolpo people. It is
speculated that Dolpo
people may also be found
in Tibet. Most of their ancestors originated from
Tibet, so their language,
culture and dressing are
similar to the Tibetans.
Dolpa lies in the rain
shadow of the Himalayas
and is unaffected by the
monsoon, very dry and hot
in the summer, because it
is situated at very high
elevation it is bitterly cold
in winter, which last five
months. Temperatures
remaining below zero degrees most of winter.

in some cases no windows
at all, very poorly ventilated. This keeps the
houses insulated and
helps them survive the
bitter winter. The ceilings
are very low to retain heat,
and the flat roofs used to
dry food in the summer.
The Dolpos are nomads
though some have settled
to a more permanent life
of farming and trading,
because fertile land is
scares they are unable to
farm on a large scale.
The nomads travel ten
months of the year with
their herds of yaks and
goats, going to lower villages to stay in winter.

Their stony houses are
built very close to each
other, with small windows,
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Most of the economy is
based on trade by batter,
land is bought and sold for
sheep and yaks. Trading in
cattles are a main source of
income for the Dolpos.
Marriages are arranged,
one woman can have multiple husbands, many brothers and friends can marry

the same wife.
The children help look after
the herds, carry burdens,
and look after their younger
siblings. Many of the children are malnourished and
suffer from diseases, for
which they have no medicines.

More than 90% live under
poverty level, life expectancy
is fifty years, infant mortality
is 40%.
Most villages are without
electricity and running water, no medicines or basic
medical facilities.
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RELIGION
The Dolpos practice Buddhist traditions and religion. Upper Dolpo is mainly
Buddhist and lower Dolpo
is Hinduism and Buddhism. The high mountains are littered with
prayer flags and Buddhist
monasteries.
Some Dolpos practice Bon
an old Tibetan religion that
precedes Buddhism. Bon
holds a belief in gods,
demons, and ancestral
spirits.
A lot of the beliefs of Bon
religion are similar to Buddhism. Many Dolpo

CHALLENGES

“To reach the
Dolpos we must
target their
leaders…”

houses have wooden
carved images said to
protect their homes.
The body of a dead person
is cremated, thrown into
the river, buried or cut into
small pieces to feed the
vultures. The decision of
the kind of burial is determined by a Lama.
Buddhist Lamas conduct
all the sacred works and
rituals of the community
and act as healers. The
Dolpos do not go on journeys, act or decide on
anything at all without the

AND

PRAYER
escape.

They live in remote parts
of Nepal, the harsh
weather conditions and
high mountains makes it
inaccessible to outsiders
and almost impassable
and difficult for most non
Dolpos to live there.

•

•

Ask the Lord to send
laborers to the Dolpos.

The Dolpos live in spiritual
bondage with no way of

•

Pray the stronghold of
Buddhism, Hinduism

WHO WILL PRAY FOR THE
DOLPOS?

Primary Religion: Buddhism
Buddhism
94%
Christianity
0.54%
Hinduism
4.50%
Other
0.12%

It was noted in the mid
1990s that this group is
totally unreached with the
gospel and no known
Christians among them,
but more recently very few
Dolpos are known to believe in Christ, but still no
active Christians among
them.
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The Dolpos can not read
or write, they have no written language, and have no
chance of going to school.

OVERVIEW

advice and direction of the
Buddhist Lamas. To reach
the Dolpos we must then
target their leaders, then it
will be much easier to
reach the rest of them.

Pray they find eternal
salvation in Jesus
Christ and break free
from bondage.

and Bon be broken
over that region.

•

Pray for creative ways
to reach them.

“The earnest prayer of a
righteous person has great
power and produces wonderful results.” James
5:16 (NLT).
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FOCUS is a monthly newsletter birth from a God given
desire during my time in Missions School at Christ for the
Nations Dallas TX, 14 years ago. Also from a phone call on
my birthday March 16th 2008, from my sister Koko, urging
me to write a newsletter called FOCUS, that as it’s name
implies bring attention to the unreached people groups,
and Countries in the 10/40 window.
This month’s edition is the ninth of several articles focusing on the unreached in the 10/40 window. My desire is to
bring to the awareness of the body of Christ worldwide,
especially in the free world the unreached in the 10/40
window, and the plight of the persecuted Church. My intention in doing this is to provoke you to pray, go as a missionary to these places, or people groups, or support the
missionaries who are there.
MAY GOD BLESS YOU

Transforming the Nations
through Jesus Christ
Penetrating the 10/40
window with the gospel
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