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(parliament) was set up, 

Israel elected its first 

Prime Minister David Ben-

Gurion and Chaim Weiz-

mann, head of the Zionist 

organization, as the first 

president. 

Israel took its seat as the 

59th member of the 

United Nations. Israel was 

establishing itself as a 

viable member of the in-

ternational community. 

Israel was here to stay, the 

Arabs didn’t like this. 

America stood by Israel, 

the government of the 

United States as well as 

American banks extended 

financial help to Israel to 

rebuild housing, merchan-

dize, agriculture, establish 

merchant fleet and a na-

tional airline, exploit  

“Now learn this lesson 

from the fig tree: As soon 

as its twigs get tender and 

its leaves come out, you 

know summer is near”.     

(Matt 24: 32 NIV). 

The fig tree came to life 

again on 14 May 1948 

admits much challenges 

and great hostility from the 

neighboring Arab coun-

tries. 

Less than 24 hours after 

declaring independence, 

Israel was attacked by five 

Arab countries, Egypt, 

Jordan, Syria, Lebanon, 

and Iraq, forcing this newly 

birth and ill equipped na-

tion to defend itself, and 

successfully so by the 

supernatural intervention 

of her God. 

In this war of independ-

ence that lasted 15 

months, Israel successfully 

repulsed the invaders, 

forcing 4 of these Arab 

nations except Iraq into 

direct negotiations  in 

1949. 

In this armistice agree-

ment, the coastal plains, 

Galilee and the entire 

Negev were under Israel’s 

sovereignty, Judea and 

Samaria under Jordanian 

rule, the Gaza strip under 

Egypt, and Jerusalem was 

divided, Jordan had the 

eastern part and the old 

city, and the western part 

went to Israel. 

Despite the insurgency 

from hostile neighbors, 

Israel began state build-

ing. The Knesset 

Available natural resources 

develop basic infrastruc-

tures and roads. The Dias-

pora Jews especially in 

America made enormous 

financial contributions, 

along with post-war Ger-

man reparations, all went 

to rebuilding the devas-

tated Jewish homeland. By 

the end of Israel’s first dec-

ade, the land was com-

pletely  transformed from a 

barren swampy mosquito 

ridden land to a fertile agri-

cultural plain. 

Industrial output doubled, 

export increased four-fold, 

Israel was self-sufficient 

and didn’t need to import 

basic food items again. A 

national education system 

was in place. 

By Israel’s 10th anniver-

sary, the population had 

grown to over 2 million. 

Israel opened its gates to 

every Jew to come home, 

and upon entry acquire 

citizenship. 
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> Population: 
7,112,359 (July 2008  

est.) 

> Ethnic groups: Jewish 
76.4%, non-Jewish 
23.6%(mostly Arab), 

(2004 est.) 

> Religion: Jewish 
70.4%, Muslim 16%, 
Arab Christians 1.7%, 
other Christians 
0.4%, Druze 1.6%, 
unspecified 3.9% 

(2004%). 

> Government type: 
Parliamentary democ-

racy. 
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Some 50,000 Jews mostly 

holocaust survivors came 

home in the first few 

months, over 30,000 Jew-

ish refugees fleeing Arab 

land came home. By 1951 

687,000 men, women and 

children arrived Israel, 

placing much strain and 

need for rapid economic 

and industrial expansion. 

Admits the growth was 

also the threat from the 

Arabs. On October 1956 

Israel launched a preemp-

tive strike against the tri-

partite military alliance of 

Egypt, Syria, and Jordan, 

called the Sinai campaign. 

This alliance posed immi-

nent threat to Israel’s se-

curity, and Israeli ships 

had been prevented from 

passing through the Suez 

canal in contradiction to 

the UN Security Council 

Resolution. Egypt had also 

converted the Sinai penin-

sula into a military base 

and frequent insurrections 

and attacks were 

launched against Israel 

from there. 

In the course of 8 days 

Israel captured the Gaza 

strip, and the entire Sinai 

peninsula. The UN inter-

vened and stationed a UN 

Emergency Force along 

Egypt-Israel border, with 

assurance from Egypt of 

free passage through the 

Gulf of Eliat, Israel pulled 

out of the Sinai peninsula. 

The Straits of Tiran now 

opened, Israel began trade 

with the rest of the world. 

once more brought the 

Arab giants to their knees. 

This victory again ensured 

the passage of Israeli 

ships through the Straits 

of Tiran, and Jerusalem 

which was divided be-

tween Israeli and Jorda-

nian rule since 1949 was 

finally under Israel’s au-

thority, praise God.  

Despite Israel’s effort to 

maintain peace, the Arabs 

preemptive strike against 

Egypt in the south, Jordan 

in the east and the Syrian 

forces on the Golan 

Heights. In 6 days Israel 

defeated and pushed back 

their enemies and gained 

new territories. Judea, 

Gaza, Samaria, the Sinai 

peninsula and the Golan 

Heights now under Israel’s  

control. 

This small fletching nation 

position formulated in the 

Khartoum summit August 

1967 called for no peace 

with Israel. 

After 3 years of relative 

peace, on the day of Yom 

Kippur (day of Atonement) 

Israel’s holiest day, the 

unsuspecting Jews were 

attacked by Egypt and 

Syria on October 1973. 

The Egyptians coming 

from the Suez canal and  
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On the political side ex-

pansion of foreign ties  

grew beyond the U.S. to 

British Commonwealth 

Countries, Western 

Europe, all Countries in 

Latin America, Africa and 

some Asian countries. 

With all this wonderful 

success , hopes for peace 

was not to be, unprovoked 

attacks were frequently 

launched across Egypt and 

Jordan, and rocket attacks 

from Syria. In May 1967 

Egypt ordered the UN 

peacekeeping forces out 

and moved its troops into 

the Sinai desert and re -

imposed blockade on the 

Straits of Tiran, preventing 

Israeli ships from free 

passage. 

Israel once more faced 

immanent threat. On 5 

June 1967 Israel invoked 

its right of self defense, 

and launched a  

S E C O N D  D E C A D E - C O N S O L I D A T I O N  A N D  D E F E N S E  

The second decade were 

years of consolidation and 

expansion. Agriculture had 

expanded, Israel was now 

exporting  food, a lot of 

imported items were now 

produced in Israel. A sec-

ond deep sea port was 

built in addition to the one 

in Haifa. 

Educational institutions 

were built, in Jerusalem 

the home for the Knesset 

was built.  
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Jews celebrating their 
new homeland. 

They fought for  their homeland. 
Israel proclaimed its independence 
on 14 May 1948. 

“In the course of 8 
days Israel 
captured the Gaza 
strip, and the 
entire Sinai 
peninsula”. 



Jordanians penetrating the 

Golan Heights. Israeli De-

fense forces pulled out of 

worship to defend their 

homeland. Within 3 weeks 

they turned the tide 

against the invading ar-

mies, crossing the Suez 

canal into Egypt and ad-

vancing 20 miles into the 

Syrian capital Damascus. 

The invading armies of 2 

nations were completely 

paralyzed.  

Israel will never be de-

feated in battle because 

her God Jehovah fights for 

her.  

Israel through the disen-

gagement agreements, 

withdrew from parts of the 

captured territories. 

In 1970 Jordan expelled 

the Palestine Liberation 

Organization (PLO), they 

moved into Southern 

Lebanon and began 

launching repeated terror-

ist attacks against towns 

and villages in Northern 

Israel (Galilee).  In respond 

to this insurgency Israel 

launched an attack 

against the PLO in Leba-

non, called operation 

Peace for Galilee, removed 

the bulk of the PLO organi-

zation and infrastructure 

and setup a small security 

zone in southern Lebanon 

for the next 18 years to 

safeguard its population in 

Galilee. 

The Arabs have been a 

threat to Israel before and 

after the establishment of 

the State of Israel. The 

PLO at the forefront of this  

nated. 

Israel has never been the 

aggressor, they have only 

defended their homeland, 

and when necessary 

evoked their right to pre-

emptive strike in the inter-

est of their security. 

I strongly believe no nego-

tiation with the Arabs can 

bring peace, they are after 

King Hussein of the 

Hashemite kingdom of 

Jordan and Prime Minister 

Yitzhak Rabin on 26 0cto-

ber 1994 signed the Jor-

danian-Israel treaty in the 

presence of President Bill 

Clinton, ending the 46-

years state of war.  

Yitzhak Rabin paid for this 

with his life, on 4 Novem-

ber 1995 he was assassi-

Jerusalem and to wipe 

Israel out, not peace. The 

Palestinians can choose to 

live in peace in their own 

territory or keep sacrificing 

their children to a worth-

less course, the choice is 

theirs. 

• Please pray for the Please pray for the Please pray for the Please pray for the 

peace of Jerusalempeace of Jerusalempeace of Jerusalempeace of Jerusalem. 

GOD BLESS ISRAEL. 

I S R A E L  D E F E N D S  H E R  H O M E L A N D .  

P E A C E  W I T H  J O R D A N  A N D  P R A Y E R  F O C U S  

non labor party leader, 

reaffirmed the commit-

ment of the previous labor 

party leaders and invited 

the Arabs to the negotiat-

ing table. As expected all 

rejected the invitation, but 

Egypt brake ranks and 

President Anwar Sadat 

visited Jerusalem on No-

vember 1977. This visit 

followed peace negotiation 

called Camp David Ac-

cords, setting up a frame-

work for comprehensive 

peace in the Middle East , 

which had a detail pro-

posal for Palestinians self-

government. 

Israel and Egypt on 26 

March 1979 signed a 

peace treaty in Washing-

ton DC under President 

Jimmy Carter, bringing the 

30-years states of war to 

an end. Anwar Sadat paid 

dearly for this, he was 

assassinated by a member 

of a radical Islamic group. 

P E A C E  W I T H  E G Y P T  

terrorist attacks. One of 

the most famous attacks 

by the PLO was the killing 

of 11 Israeli athletes at 

the Munich Olympics in 

1972. 

Despite every effort by 

Israel to work out a peace 

process and the Palestin-

ian commitment to re-

nounce terrorism, none-

theless terrorist attacks 

have continued. 

Meacham Begin the first 
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The Madrid Peace Conference. 
Egypt President Sadat, U.S. Presi-
dent Carter, and Israel Prime Minis-
ter Begin. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin and 
King Hussein of Jordan. 

“The Arabs have 
been a threat to 
Israel before and 
after the 
establishment of 
the State of 
Israel”. 



FOCUS is a monthly newsletter birth from a God given 

desire during my time in Missions School at Christ for the 

Nations Dallas TX, over 12 years ago. Also from a recent 

phone call on my birthday March 16th 2008, from my 

sister Koko, urging me to write a newsletter called FO-

CUS, that as it’s name implies bring attention to the un-

reached people groups, and Countries in the 10/40 win-

dow. 

This month’s edition is the fifth of several articles focusing 

on the unreached in the 10/40 window. My desire is to 

bring to the awareness of the body of Christ worldwide, 

especially in the free world the unreached in the 10/40 

window, and the plight of the persecuted Church. My inten-

tion in doing this is to provoke you to pray, go as a mis-

sionary to these places, or people groups, or support the 

missionaries who are there. 

MAY GOD BLESS YOU 

Penetrating the 10/40 
window with the gospel 

Transforming the Nations through 
Jesus Christ 

ATIM O. BASSEY     atim_bassey@yahoo.com   4 
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