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under Ezra the scribe, 

returned less than a cen-

tury latter. A large number 

chose to remain in Babylo-

nia, forming the first Jew-

ish Diaspora. 

The returned exiles under 

Ezra started the recon-

struction of the second 

Temple and under Nehe-

miah the construction of 

the walls. 

Over the next 4 centuries 

the Jews enjoyed varying 

degrees of self-rule under 

the Persians and latter 

Hellenistic authorities, 

Alexandra the Greek who 

conquered the Persian 

empire.  

Now without a king, the 

Knesset Hagedolah (Great 

Assembly) was established 

as the supreme religious  

The era of the first Temple 

came to an end with the 

Jews now in captivity. This 

marked the beginning of 

foreign domination that 

would last on and off till 

1948 when Israel for the 

first time in centuries be-

came a nation again. 

I must mention that God 

was faithful to warn then 

of His pending judgment 

time and time again 

through the prophets. One 

of such prophets was 

Jeremiah, a prophet to 

Judah;  

“Your turning from me will 

shame you. You will see 

what an evil, bitter thing it 

is to abandon the Lord 

your God and not to fear 

Him”. Jr. 2:19 (NLT). 

God also had through the 

prophets promised to 

bring His people back to 

their land. 

After the first exile to Baby-

lonia, 50 years latter the 

Persian king Cyrus, con-

quered Babylonian empire 

and as prophesied by 

Isaiah was used by God to 

facilitate the return of the 

Jews to their homeland;  

“I will raise up Cyrus to 

fulfill my righteous pur-

pose, and I will guide his 

actions. He will restore my 

city and free my captive 

people…”  Isa. 45:13 (NLT) 

During his reign some 

50,000 Jews under the 

leadership of Zerubbabel a 

descendant of the house 

of David, set out on the 

first return to the land of 

Israel, and a second batch 

and judicial body. The lead-

ership of Judah was now 

entrusted to the high priest 

and council of elders in 

Jerusalem, still under the 

watchful eyes of foreign 

overlords. Hence the Phari-

sees and Sadducees we 

hear of in the era of the 

new testament. 

Under Alexander the Great 

the land remained a Jewish 

theocracy. But in an effort 

to impose Greek culture 

and customs, Jews were 

prohibited from practicing 

Judaism and their Temple 

desecrated. The Jews re-

volted, and under Judah 

Maccabee, the Jews en-

tered Jerusalem and puri-

fied the Temple, experienc-

ing the miracle of the 

Manorah burning without 

oil for 8 days, celebrated in 

the feast of Hannukah. 

The Jews enjoyed relative 

peace and autonomy under 

the Hasmonean dynasty for 

about 80 years. 
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> Population: 
7,112,359 (July 2008  

est.) 

> Ethnic groups: Jewish 
76.4%, non-Jewish 
23.6%(mostly Arab), 

(2004 est.) 

> Religion: Jewish 
70.4%, Muslim 16%, 
Arab Christians 1.7%, 
other Christians 
0.4%, Druze 1.6%, 
unspecified 3.9% 

(2004%). 

> Government type: 
Parliamentary democ-

racy. 

T H E  S E C O N D  T E M P L E  E R A  

P R A Y  T H R O U G H  T H E  W I N D O W  

F O C U S  F O C U S  F O C U S  F O C U S                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

February 2009 Volume 3, Issue 5  



The Romans soon re-

placed the Seleucids as 

the great power in the 

region. The Jews were 

hostile to the new Roman 

regime. There were spo-

radic attempts by Jews at 

gaining independence. But 

the superior forces under 

Titus crushed brutally 

every rebellion, defeating 

the last Jewish stronghold 

at Masada in 73CE. The 

Jews hiding at Masada 

chose to commit suicide 

rather than let the Ro-

mans capture them alive. 

A last attempt at Jewish 

sovereignty under Shimon 

Bar Kochba was soon 

crushed, and the Romans 

drove the Jews out of Jeru-

salem, forming a second 

Jewish Diaspora. Some 

pockets of Jewish commu-

nity remained primarily in 

Galilee. The Romans re-

named Judea Palestine. 

Though the Temple was 

destroyed, Judaism sur-

vived. Priests were re-

placed by Rabbis and the 

synagogues replacing the 

Temples, became the fo-

cus of Jewish communities 

and still is to this day. 

The Romans governed 

Palestine until the 4th 

century and then by the 

Byzantine Empire. 

Byzantine Rule (313Byzantine Rule (313Byzantine Rule (313Byzantine Rule (313----

636) 636) 636) 636) Under the Byzan-

tines, Israel became a 

predominantly Christian 

country. Christian 

churches were built on 

Jewish holy sites. Jews 

were denied any form of 

There was some improve-

ment during the Ottoman 

rule, stimulating Jewish 

immigration, fleeing the 

Catholic Spanish inquisi-

tion.  

By the end of the mid 16th 

century, the population 

increased to about 

10,000. The decline of the 

Ottoman empire affected 

Israel. The land was 

Over from the Crusaders 

and in an attempt to pre-

vent any further threats 

from the Crusaders, de-

stroyed all sea ports, and 

the coastal lands, and left 

the land in complete ruin. 

The Ottoman (1517The Ottoman (1517The Ottoman (1517The Ottoman (1517----

1917) 1917) 1917) 1917) The Ottomans 

defeated the Mamluks 

and Palestine became part 

of the Ottoman empire. 

swampy and uninhabit-

able. 

The first sign of progress 

comes when Britain, 

France, Russia, Austria 

and the Untied states 

opened consulates in Jeru-

salem. Focusing on Israel, 

through missionary activi-

ties and studies of Biblical  

archeology. Transportation 

routes and communication 
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P A L E S T I N E  U N D E R  T H E  O T T O M A N S  

al-Aqsa mosques was built 

on the site of the Jewish 

Temple. Though the Jews 

enjoyed  some limited 

form of freedom, but the 

heavy taxes and socio-

economic difficulties com-

pelled many Jews to leave 

Israel. By the 11th century 

the Jewish population in 

the land diminished con-

siderably. 

The Crusaders (1099The Crusaders (1099The Crusaders (1099The Crusaders (1099----

1291) 1291) 1291) 1291) Israel fell under 

the control of the Crusad-

ers for 200 years. These 

shameful group of people 

calling themselves Chris-

tians, slaughtered many 

Jews, sold them into slav-

ery, and forbade Jews 

from living in Jerusalem. 

The reign of the crusaders 

ended after their defeat by 

the Mamluks, a Muslim 

military  group from Egypt. 

The Mamluks (1291The Mamluks (1291The Mamluks (1291The Mamluks (1291----

1516). 1516). 1516). 1516). The Mamluks took 

P A L E S T I N E  U N D E R  A R A B S  A N D  C R U S A D E R S  

freedom. They could only 

enter Jerusalem once a 

year to mourn the destruc-

tion of the Temple. 

Arab Rule (636Arab Rule (636Arab Rule (636Arab Rule (636----1099)     1099)     1099)     1099)     

Arabs took over the land 

by conquest 4 years after 

Mohammed's death, for 

more than 4 centuries. 

Jerusalem became holy to 

Muslims as the site where 

they claim Mohammed 

ascended into heaven. The 
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Ethiopian Jews arrive in Israel 
under operations Exodus, 
Moses and Solomon. 

Plane load of Ethiopian Jews air-
lifted in a cargo plane to Israel be-
cause of the numbers that had to be 
transported. 

“The Romans 
renamed Judea 
Palestine”. 



Was opened, consequently 

the number of Jewish im-

migrants increased. The 

overall population in Jeru-

salem in 1870 were Jews. 

This new rise in Jewish 

population, also brought a 

revival of the Hebrew lan-

guage once restricted to 

liturgy and literature alone. 

The stage was now set for 

the Zionist movement 

which would ultimately 

birth the new Jewish 

homeland.                                               

Zionism was the move-

ment to liberate and re-

store the Jews to their 

ancestral homeland.  

The new wave of immi-

grants from eastern 

Europe inspired by the 

Zionist movement, began 

to cultivate the land, re-

claim barren land and 

prepare the way for a thriv-

ing agricultural economy. 

The Ottomans still in 

charge, the new immi-

grants faced great hostil-

ity, but this did not stop 

them. By 1914 at the out 

break of World War 1  the 

Jewish population had 

risen from 5,000 to 

85,000. God was at work, 

the birth of the nation of 

Israel was on the way. 

The British in 1917, ended 

the 400 years of Ottoman 

rule. The league of Nations 

recognizing the Jewish 

historical connection to 

Palestine, entrusted the 

British with the Mandate 

of Palestine; to establish a 

homeland in Palestine for 

the Jewish people. 

The British were initially  

United Nations general 

Assembly in 1947. The 

special committee set up 

recommended partitioning 

the land into two states. In 

1947 the Assembly voted 

to adopt the recommenda-

tion. Israel accepted and 

the Arabs completely re-

jected it. 

In May of 1948 despite 

bitter opposition and vio-

 The Jews to defend them-

selves against unprovoked 

Arab violence, setup three 

underground resistance, 

which also helped bring 

surviving Holocaust vic-

tims home. 

Britain recognizing its in-

ability to resolve the situa-

tion between Arabs and 

Jews, brought the question 

of Palestine before the 

lence  from the Arabs Is-

rael became a nation. 

Prayer FocusPrayer FocusPrayer FocusPrayer Focus    

• Pray for the peace of 

Jerusalem. 

• Pray for the salvation 

of the Jewish people. 

• Pray for God to pro-

tect them from their 

many enemies. 

O T T O M A N S  T O  T H E  B R I T I S H  

T H E  B I R T H  O F  A  H O M E L A N D  A N D  P R A Y E R  F O C U S  

Europe following Hitler’s 

rise to power.  

The new influx of Jews to 

their homeland was 

greatly opposed by the 

Arabs. Their resentment 

erupted in violence, includ-

ing the Hebron massacre 

of 1929, unprovoked.  

Recognizing a potential 

explosive situation and 

wanting to please the Ar-

abs, the British restricted 

immigration of Jews to 

their homeland, and 

turned ship loads of Jews 

escaping Hitler, back. This 

was a great mistake, God 

judged Britain. The sun 

seized to rise on the Brit-

ish empires, and Britain 

began to decline as a 

world power and has never 

since been the same. 

The British recommended 

dividing the land into two 

states. The Jews accepted 

and the Arab refused.  

T H E  R O A D  T O  A  N E W  H O M E L A N D  

Very sympathetic to the 

Zionist aspirations and 

encouraged Jewish immi-

gration to the homeland. 

The first influx were about 

35,000 mainly from Rus-

sia, 1919 to 1923, the 

second wave were 60,000 

from Poland, between 

1924 and 1932. The third 

and last wave of immi-

grants under the British 

rule was in the 1930s, 

about 165,000, mainly 

from western and central 
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Jews praying at the wailing wall. 
The wailing wall is a retaining wall 
in Jerusalem that dates from the 
time of the Second Temple 

Jewish immigrants returning home to 
Israel. 

“The new influx of 
Jews to their 
homeland was 
greatly opposed by  
the Arabs”. 



FOCUS is a monthly newsletter birth from a God given 

desire during my time in Missions School at Christ for the 

Nations Dallas TX, over 12 years ago. Also from a recent 

phone call on my birthday March 16th 2008, from my 

sister Koko, urging me to write a newsletter called FO-

CUS, that as it’s name implies bring attention to the un-

reached people groups, and Countries in the 10/40 win-

dow. 

This month’s edition is the fifth of several articles focusing 

on the unreached in the 10/40 window. My desire is to 

bring to the awareness of the body of Christ worldwide, 

especially in the free world the unreached in the 10/40 

window, and the plight of the persecuted Church. My inten-

tion in doing this is to provoke you to pray, go as a mis-

sionary to these places, or people groups, or support the 

missionaries who are there. 

MAY GOD BLESS YOU 

Penetrating the 10/40 
window with the gospel 

Transforming the Nations through 
Jesus Christ 

ATIM O. BASSEY     atim_bassey@yahoo.com   4  
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