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to 2 million. The Holocaust 

survivors and Jews fleeing 

Arab lands were the initial 

immigrants to settle in the 

newly established state of 

Israel. Following these 

initial immigrants after 

World War 2 between 

1974 and 1979 were over 

200,000 immigrants 

mostly from Russia immi-

grated to Israel. Many 

Ethiopian Jews were air-

lifted to Israel in late 1980 

and early 1990s in what 

was called operation Exo-

dus, Moses and Solomon. 

I watched a documentary 

on the airlifting of these 

Ethiopian Jews, it brought 

tears to my eyes. Most had 

travelled for days on foot 

and with nothing except 

for the cloths on their 

backs.  

I realize there is so much 

about Israel that can not 

possibly be written in this 

one article. However I 

have decided to do several 

articles on Israel. I am 

doing this in order to give 

you an insight into a peo-

ple whose God we believe 

in, and whose culture has 

shaped our Christian val-

ues and belief system. 

This edition explores the 

history of Israel from the 

Patriarchs to the first for-

eign domination.   

Israel God’s inheritance 

and first born among many 

is the world’s spiritual time 

clock, especially to us 

Christians. The past and 

daily events in this small 

nation points to prophetic 

fulfillments and the sec-

ond coming of our Lord. 

“Now learn this lesson 

from the fig tree: As soon 

as its twigs get tender and 

its leaves come out, you 

know summer is near”.     

(Matt 24: 32 NIV). 

God throughout the scrip-

tures used different analo-

gies to describe His people 

Israel, one of which was 

the fig tree. Israel becom-

ing a nation for the first 

time in over 2000 years, is 

the prophetic fulfillment of 

the fig tree blossoming 

again as mentioned in 

Matt 24:32.  

Between 1948 when Israel 

became a nation for the 

first time in over 2000 

years to 1958, the Jewish 

population rose from 800 

You wonder why anyone 

would leave familiar terri-

tory and lifestyle to the 

unknown, except that the 

prophetic words of the 

scriptures were being ful-

filled. 

There are two schools of 

thoughts  regarding the 

Ethiopian Jews, one is that 

they are descended from a 

group of Jews from Judah, 

who after the breakup of 

Israel into two Kingdoms in 

the 10th century after the 

death of King Solomon, fled 

southwards down the Ara-

bian coastal lands from 

Judaea. The second school 

of thought which is widely 

accepted by the Ethiopian 

Jews, is that they are the 

descendants from the tribe 

of Dan that fled Israel  dur-

ing the war between Solo-

mon’s son Rehoboam, and 

Jeroboam the son of Nebat, 

that resulted in the break 

up of Israel into two King-

doms. The Danites settled 

in Egypt and later moved 

southwards up the Nile into 

Ethiopia. So they are re-

garded as the descendants 

from the tribe of Dan. 
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 Population: 

7,112,359 (July 2008  

est.) 

 Ethnic groups: Jewish 

76.4%, non-Jewish 

23.6%(mostly Arab), 

(2004 est.) 

 Religion: Jewish 

70.4%, Muslim 16%, 

Arab Christians 1.7%, 

other Christians 

0.4%, Druze 1.6%, 

unspecified 3.9% 

(2004%). 

 Government type: 

Parliamentary democ-

racy. 
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Israel  (Eretz Yisrael) is the 

land God gave Abraham 

and his descendants, it is 

here Israel’s culture, na-

tional identity, and religion 

was formed. Even though 

they have been exiled 

many times from here, a 

remnant has always re-

mained. 

The beginning of Israel 

starts about 4,000 years 

with the Patriarch Abra-

ham, whom God called out 

of Ur of the Chaldeans to 

journey to a land inhabited  

by the Canaanites, Je-

busites, Hittites, Gerga-

hites, Perizzites and Amo-

rites. God promises to give 

to Abraham and his de-

scendants this land.  By 

the way God can disposes 

anyone of any land and 

give it to whoever He 

pleases, it all belongs to 

Him. The land of Israel 

belongs solely to Abraham 

and his descendants pe-

riod.  

From Abrahams grandson 

Jacob (Israel), came the 

12 sons that would  form 

the 12 tribes of Israel. 

These 12 sons and their 

families, along with Jacob 

and his family moved to 

the land of Egypt when 

famine spreads  through-

out Canaan. In Egypt 

Jacob’s sons were re-

duced to slavery and 

pressed into false labor. 

After 430 years Israel was 

led to freedom by Moses. 

They wondered in the de-

sert for 40 years, where 

thy were forged into a 

nation and received the 

ated a need for a king or 

ruler, who would unite all 

the loosely scattered 12 

tribes as a nation and 

create a national army to 

protect and defend them 

against their enemies. Up 

till now, each tribe did its 

own thing, they only came 

together in times of threat. 

This was the back drop 

from which Israel re-

great sea going people 

from Asia minor who set-

tled in the Mediterranean 

coast. Goliath, who David 

defeated was a Philistine, 

Samson embattled the 

Philistines throughout his 

life time, and King Saul 

died in battle with the 

Philistines. 

These constant attacks 

from the Philistines cre-

quested a king from God. 

Saul the first king held to a 

certain extent the loose 

tribal organization to-

gether, but did not quite 

succeed in establishing  a 

full monarchy.  

But David through suc-

cessful military expedi-

tions, established Israel as 

a major power.  He de-

feated the Philistines who 

T H E  B E G I N N I N G  O F  I S R A E L  

T H E  N E E D  F O R  A  M O N A R C H Y  

commemorating events of 

that time. 

During the next 200 years 

the Israelites conquered 

most of the land and set-

tled by tribes in various 

parts of Canaan, though 

some land remained to be 

conquered.  

They became too settled 

and could not be bothered 

with fighting anymore. The 

remaining Canaanites 

became a thorn in their 

flesh.  

Israel enjoyed periods of 

relative peace alternated 

with times of war. The 

people in times of  war 

rallied behind their leaders 

known as Judges, chosen 

for their military skills as 

well as leadership quality. 

The one enemy that posed 

a great threat, and con-

stantly attacked Israel 

were the Philistines, a  

 

Torah and ten command-

ments that gave form and 

content to their monothe-

istic faith, of which we 

Christians are a part of. 

Israel’s deliverance from 

Egypt became a symbol of 

freedom, which is cele-

brated every year in the 

feasts of Pesach 

(Passover), Shavuot 

(Pentecost) and Succot 

(feast of Tabernacles), 
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Ethiopian Jews arrive in Israel 

under operations Exodus, Moses 

and Solomon. 

Plane load of Ethiopian Jews airlifted 

in a cargo plane to Israel because of 

the numbers that had to be trans-

ported. 

 

“The constant 

attacks from the 

Philistines 

created a need for 

a king or rulers…”  



up till now had never been 

completely subdued, and 

brought back the Ark once 

stolen by the Philistines, 

and laying in Abinadab’s 

house, to its rightful place 

in Jerusalem and placed it 

in a make-shift tent. 

David, for the first time 

since their settlement 

united the 12 tribes and 

placed his capital in Jeru-

salem, extended his au-

thority from the border of 

Egypt and the red sea to 

the banks of the Euphra-

tes. 

Solomon his son from 

Bathsheba succeeded 

him, he lived in relative 

peace as a result of 

David’s successful defeat  

of all their enemies. Solo-

mon further strengthened 

his power through treaties 

with neighboring kings, a 

lot of which was through 

marriages that latter be-

came his demise. His 

heart was led astray to 

worship the foreign gods 

of his many wives.  Solo-

mon’s greatest achieve-

ment was the Temple in 

Jerusalem, which became 

the center of the Jewish 

people’s national and reli-

gious  life. 

The times of the monarchy 

also saw a rise in religious 

Sages, the prophets, who 

were guided by the need 

for justice and morality. 

Solomon’s reign, was 

marred by discontent on 

the part of the people, 

because of the heavy tax 

imposed on them to fund 

his ambitious projects. 

away from the Temple.    

The history of Israel is one 

of challenging events. All 

these challenges have 

serve to strengthen and 

unite them as a people, 

who have emerged even 

stronger and still special 

to God. 

It is our duty as Christians 

to pray for Israel.                             

The exile to Babylonia, 

marked the beginning of 

the Jewish Diaspora. Juda-

ism developed a frame 

work and way of life out-

side their homeland, en-

suring the people’s na-

tional survival and spiritual 

identity.  

It is in the Diaspora we 

begin to hear of Syna-

gogues, a place of worship 

 Pray for the peace of 

Jerusalem. 

 Pray for their salva-

tion. 

 Pray for God to pro-

tect them from their 

many enemies. 

“The earnest prayer of a 

righteous person has great 

power ...” James 5:6 (NLT). 

T H E  M O N A R C H Y  

P R A Y E R  F O C U S  

tribes Judah and Benja-

min, called the kingdom of 

Judah with Jerusalem as 

the capital. 

The kingdom of Israel 

lasted 200 years under 19 

kings, while Judah lasted 

400 years, under the 

same number of kings of 

the lineage of David. 

Israel and Judah would for 

the first time come under 

foreign control. The king-

dom of Israel was crushed 

and the people carried 

into exile and oblivion by 

the Assyrians. Over a 100 

years later Judah is con-

quered by the Babyloni-

ans. It is here we learn of 

Daniel and his friends, the 

vision Daniel received is in 

this period of captivity. 

The Babylonian conquest 

brought an end to the first 

Temple.           

T H E  D I V I D E D  K I N G D O M  

Secondly from preferential 

treatment to his own tribe 

Judah, this embittered 

many.  

After Solomon’s death, his 

son Rehoboam could not 

hold down the growing 

insurrection, which finally 

led to the breaking away 

of the 10 northern tribes 

called the kingdom of Is-

rael with Samaria as the 

capital and the southern 
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Jews praying at the wailing wall.  

The wailing wall is a retaining wall in 

Jerusalem that dates from the time 

of the Second Temple.  

“The exile to 

Babylonia marked 

the beginning of 

the Jewish 

Diaspora.” 

Jewish immigrants returning home to 

Israel. 



FOCUS is a monthly newsletter birth from a God given 

desire during my time in Missions School at Christ for the 

Nations Dallas TX, 16 years ago. Also from a recent phone 

call on my birthday March 16th 2008, from my sister Koko 

urging me to write a newsletter called FOCUS, that as it’s 

name implies bring attention to the unreached people 

groups, and Countries in the 10/40 window. 

This month’s edition is the fourth of several articles focus-

ing on the unreached in the 10/40 window. My desire is to 

bring to the awareness of the body of Christ worldwide, 

especially in the free world the unreached in the 10/40 

window, and the plight of the persecuted Church. My inten-

tion in doing this is to provoke you to pray, go as a mis-

sionary to these places, or people groups, or support the 

missionaries who are there. 

MAY GOD BLESS YOU 

Penetrating the 10/40 

window with the gospel  

Transforming the Nations through 

Jesus Christ 

ATIM O. BASSEY     atim_bassey@yahoo.com   4 

REFERENCES 

 

 http://

www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/

Facts+About+Israel/

History/

Facts+about+Israel-

+History.htm. 

 http://

www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/

Facts+About+Israel/

History/HISTORY-

+Biblical+Times.htm. 

 http://

www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/

Facts+About+Israel/

History/HISTORY-

+Foreign+Domination.

htm. 

 https://www.cia.gov/

library/publications/

the-world-factbook/

geos/is.html. 

 Hughes, Gerald and 

Travis, Stephen. 

        Harper’s introduction                      

        To the Bible.  


