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largest number of speak-

ers in the central Saharan 

language family, right 

through central Sudan, 

though Hausa is also spo-

ken by most Kanuri. 

There are over 5 million 

Kanuri in Nigeria, a very  

large number considering 

the fact that they are 

99.9% Muslims. 

Before the colonial inva-

sion Borno was a feudal 

state with royal lineages, 

landowners, peasants, 

and slaves. The English 

abolished the slavery, but 

left some of the social 

system intact. 

The Kanuri were pastoral 

Berber, driven from north 

Africa by the invading Ar-

abs. They moved to the 

area around Lake Chad, 

northeastern Nigeria, and 

northern Cameroon to 

form the powerful Bornu 

empire. 

The Kanuri were part of 

the Kanem empire, but by 

the 11th century they em-

barked on a conquest 

declaring jihad. They ex-

tended their control from 

Libya to lake Chad, to the 

Hausa land. By  the 

1400’s power shifted from 

Kanem to Borno a Kanuri 

kingdom in northeastern 

Nigeria. 

They lost power over this 

region when the British 

took control, thank God, 

because that stopped the 

spread of Islam to the 

south. Their influence still 

holds strong over many of 

the neighboring tribes. 

This people group are 

found mostly in northeast-

ern part of Nigeria, Niger, 

Chad and Cameroon. The 

three main Kanuri tribes 

are Yerwa Kanuri, the 

Manga Kanuri, and the 

Kanembu Kanuri.  

The majority of the Kanuri 

live in the Borno province 

of  Nigeria and are the 

dominant ethnic group. 

They speak Hausa and 

Arabic in addition to 

Kanuri.  The Kanuri are 

tall, dark, and stately in 

appearance. 

Kanuri language has the 

Kanuri are mainly farmers, 

they plant mostly millet 

which is their staple food 

crop, along with guinea 

corn (sorghum) and ground-

nuts. Fishing is common to 

Kanuri villages along the  

shores of lake Chad and 

Yoke river, but they practice 

other occupations like rais-

ing sheep, goats and some 

horses. 

The wealthy Kanuri own 

horses, usually used for  

ceremonial occasions. The 

average Kanuri home use 

donkeys as draft animal 

(for pulling load). 

They exchange grain with 

the Fulani cattle herders for 

beef, though some Kanuri 

keep herds of cattles.  

Kanuri like any African 

household  consist of the 

nuclear family and the ex-

tended family. The Kanuri 

man’s prestige is based on 
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> Population in Nigeria: 

5,794,000. 

> Population in all 

countries: 6,455. 

> Primary language: 
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> Religion: Islam 

> % Christian adher-

ents: 0.00% 

> % Evangelical: 0.00% 
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the size of his household, 

which includes a following 

of loyal supporters who 

provide farm and house-

hold labor, support and 

defense.  

The men that deal in the 

exchange of foreign cur-

rency on the streets of 

Nigeria may be a typical 

example of service a loyal 

supporter of a wealthy 

Kanuri would provide.  

In return for these services  

he provides food, clothing, 

bride price and sometimes 

a bride. There is a pre-

mium on loyalty to the 

master. 

Kanuri live in settlements 

of various sizes, ranging  

from the city with 80,000, 

down to hamlets of 3 to 4 

households. Two-thirds of 

the population live in vil-

lages of a 1,000 to 5,000 

people. 

Their landscape is dotted 

with hamlets every 1 to 2 

miles, villages every 5 to 6 

miles and beyond their 

dwelling are farms and 

free land. Within a settle-

ment would be a mosque 

and a school for religious 

education. 

Though the Kanuri do not 

have a class system like 

the Fulani, those in politics 

and religious position have 

high class status, while 

blacksmiths, well diggers, 

and butchers have low 

class status.  Majority are 

farmers, craftsmen and 

merchants. 

among the Ngizim. As with 

any Muslim that becomes 

a Christian, the new con-

vert is ostracized from 

family and the society as a 

whole. This is a price most 

are not willing to pay, be-

cause family is very impor-

tant to the Kanuri. 

Kanuri wear charms and 

amulets around their neck 

or in their pockets for good 

Kanuri have been a dis-

tinct political entity and a 

Muslim emirate since the 

11th century, practicing 

Islam for more than a 

thousand years.  

Islam affects law, educa-

tion and the social lives of 

the Kanuri. 

There are a few thousand 

known believers mostly 

luck, protection and other 

superstitious believes. 

Many Kanuri tribes do not 

have the Bible in their 

languages, others have 

only portions. 

The Kanuri of Sudan and 

Yerwa Kanuri currently 

have no missionaries 

working among them. 

K A N U R I  L I F E S T L Y E  

R E L I G I O U S  B E L I E V E  

ernment.  

Marriage for the Kanuri is 

done at an early age. The 

men marry in their twen-

ties and the girls in their 

teens. As Muslims they 

marry up to four wives.  

The idle first bride of a 

Kanuri would be a ten to 

fourteen year old virgin. 

This is child abuse.  

The bride price for a virgin 

though is usually very high, 

as a result most Kanuri 

would marry a divorcee for 

a first marriage, whose 

bride price is very low, 

cheaper still if they marry 

a cousin.  

The divorce rate among 

the Kanuri is very high, 

eight out of ten Kanuri 

marriages end in divorce. 

 

The Fulani have the 

Sokoto caliphate and the 

Sultan as the leader, while 

the Kanuri the Borno emir-

ate and as leader the 

Shehu or Emir who is both 

a political and religious 

leader. 

The Shehu or Emir’s juris-

diction has been restricted 

to solely cultural and tradi-

tional affairs and serve as 

advisers to the local gov-
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“The divorce rate 
among the Kanuri 
is very high, eight 
out of ten 
marriages end in 
divorce.” 



The Muslims in the north-

ern part of Nigeria remain 

largely resistant to the 

gospel. 

THE SOUTHERN ZONE :THE SOUTHERN ZONE :THE SOUTHERN ZONE :THE SOUTHERN ZONE :    

Sabongari a Muslim sub-

urb in the south where 

Muslims congregate is in 

great need of evangelism. 

25% of Yoruba and some 

Igbo's have converted to 

Islam influenced by finan-

cial enticement. 

The Niger Delta Niger Delta Niger Delta Niger Delta people are 

largely traditionalist. 

The coastal area dwellers 

in Ondo, OgunOndo, OgunOndo, OgunOndo, Ogun, and Delta Delta Delta Delta 

south.south.south.south.    

THE  CENTRAL ZONE:THE  CENTRAL ZONE:THE  CENTRAL ZONE:THE  CENTRAL ZONE:    

MandaMandaMandaManda in Plateau state 

105,000. 

GeomaGeomaGeomaGeoma in Plateau state 

278,000. 

Ingwe Ingwe Ingwe Ingwe in Plateau state 

47,000. 

KambariKambariKambariKambari in Niger state 

75,000; traditionalist now 

converting to Islam. 

Dukawa Dukawa Dukawa Dukawa 97,000 in Kano 

state. 

BusaBusaBusaBusa 45,000 in Niger 

state. 

KamakuKamakuKamakuKamaku 30,000 in Niger 

state and Kaduna state. 

THE NORTHERN ZONE:THE NORTHERN ZONE:THE NORTHERN ZONE:THE NORTHERN ZONE:    

Fulani Fulani Fulani Fulani 11 million, black 

Africa’s largest unreached 

people. 

KanuriKanuriKanuriKanuri of Borno state over 

5 million;  no Kanuri 

Church established yet. 

 
Pray for a stirring among 

Christian leaders in Nige-

ria to focus both financial 

and human resources to 

reaching the Kanuri and 

other unreached groups in 

Nigeria. 

Pray for God to open a 

door of opportunity to 

reach the Kanuri and 

other unreached groups.  

Pray for increase mission-

ary efforts among the 

Kanuri. 

Pray that the Lord would 

open their hearts to re-

ceive the gospel. 

Pray for Church planting 

efforts among the Kanuri. 

Pray for the converts to be 

rooted in their new faith. 

Pray for creative ways to 

reach the Kanuri. 

“The earnest prayer of a “The earnest prayer of a “The earnest prayer of a “The earnest prayer of a 

righteous person has great righteous person has great righteous person has great righteous person has great 

power and produces won-power and produces won-power and produces won-power and produces won-

derful results” James 5:6 derful results” James 5:6 derful results” James 5:6 derful results” James 5:6 

(NLT).(NLT).(NLT).(NLT).    

T H E  L E A S T  R E A C H E D  G R O U P S  I N  N I G E R I A  

P R A Y E R  F O C U S  

Adamawa state; the peo-

ple groups are MumufeMumufeMumufeMumufe 

500,000, ChambaChambaChambaChamba 

150,000, BantaBantaBantaBanta 50,000 

and Koma Koma Koma Koma 37,000. 

Over 50 people groups live 

in this mountain region 

unaffected by the modern 

world and unreached by 

the good news of the gos-

pel. 

The question now is who 

would go? Unless we go to 

them they would never 

hear the gospel and have 

no chance of coming to 

the Lord.  

They have a right to hear-

ing the gospel and we 

have a duty and mandate 

from the Lord to share the 

good news we received 

with them also. 

 

The Gwoza hills Gwoza hills Gwoza hills Gwoza hills in 

Adamawa and Borno 

state, a great spiritual 

battle ground, many are 

turning to Islam and some 

to Christ. The people 

groups here are; Dugh-Dugh-Dugh-Dugh-

wede wede wede wede 42,000,  Guduf Guduf Guduf Guduf 

36,000 and MarakanMarakanMarakanMarakan 

4,000. 

The mountain regions in 

the east along the Camer-Camer-Camer-Camer-

oon borderoon borderoon borderoon border in Taraba and 
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“Muslims in the 
northern part of 
Nigeria remain 
largely resistant to 
the gospel.” 



FOCUS is a monthly newsletter birth from a God given 

desire during my time in Missions School at Christ for the 

Nations Dallas TX 12 years ago. Also from a recent phone 

call on my birthday March 16th 2008, from my sister Koko 

urging me to write a newsletter called FOCUS, that as it’s 

name implies bring attention to the unreached people 

groups, and Countries in the 10/40 window. 

This month’s edition is the third of several articles focus-

ing on the unreached in the 10/40 window. My desire is to 

bring to the awareness of the body of Christ worldwide, 

especially in the free world the unreached in the 10/40 

window, and the plight of the persecuted Church. My inten-

tion in doing this is to provoke you to pray, go as a mis-

sionary to these places or people groups, or support the 

missionaries who are there. 

MAY GOD BLESS YOU 

M A P  S H O W I N G  C O U N T R I E S  W I T H  K A N U R I  

Penetrating the 10/40 
window with the gospel. 

Transforming the nations through  
Christ 

ATIM O. BASSEY     atim_bassey@yahoo.com   4 
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