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Banjaras are settling down 

to more permanent and 

structured lifestyles, as 

they take on stable em-

ployments, but majority of 

them still roam from place- 

to-place. 

They have very strong 

family ties and traditions 

and stick closely as a com-

munity.  The men are com-

monly referred to as Naik 

and the women as Bai. 

 

Banjara is one of India’s 

least unreached tribes, 

they are Dalits by social 

status.  

They are known as the 

root gypsies of India, be-

cause gypsies find their 

roots in India, travelling 

from India to other parts of 

Europe developing differ-

ent dialect as they settle. 

They were given the name 

Banjara during the British 

colonial rule in India; but 

they call themselves Ghor. 

They are know by 53 dif-

ferent names and live in 

settlements called Tandas. 

They are spread through 

out  India in Gujarat, Ra-

jasthan, Maharashtra, 

Andhra Pradesh, Karna-

taka and Tamil Nadu. 

Their main language is 

Lambadi or Lamani spo-

ken by 53% and Banjara 

spoken by 25%. Most 

speak a second language, 

the local language of the 

area they belong. 

Banjara’s are considered 

descendants of Jews ex-

iled from Egypt and Persia 

who travelled through the 

rugged terrains of Afghani-

stan to settle in Rajasthan 

and spread through out 

other Indian States. 

They are mostly light in 

complexion, nomadic by 

nature, keeping cattle, 

trading salt and transport-

ing goods. Some settle 

down temporarily to vari-

ous types of labor.  

The younger generation of 

The majority of Banjaras 

are Hindus, some are  Ani-

mist owning their own gods 

and goddesses,  and a few 

are Muslims and Sikhs. 

Along with their various 

religions comes a lot of 

gypsies superstitions and 

taboos. One of such taboos 

is that a woman must not 

comb or let down her hair 

in the presence of a man. 

They are bound by fear and 

witchcraft because of the 

superstitions that controls 

their lifestyle. 

INDIA  

T H E  B A N J A R A  H I N D U  

ABOUT INDIAABOUT INDIAABOUT INDIAABOUT INDIA     

> Hinduism is  the largest 
major rel igion in India.  
Approximately 80% of the 
population practices 
various forms of Hindu-

ism. 

> 2.4% Christians (mostly 
found on the southwest 
coastal  area and in the 

northeast 

> 14% of the population 

practice Islam. 

> 2% Siks (principally in the 

Punjab).  

> 0.7% Buddhists 

(Himalayan areas) 

> 0.5% Jains (Gujarat,  also 

in Rajasthan).  

>  0.4% Judaism (Goa)  

>  Zoroastrianism 
(Bombay’s Parsi  popula-

tion).  

> Bahai  rel igion.   

Population: 1,129,866,154 (2007 

est.).                              
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They are nomadic by na-

ture, moving around in 

groups of twelve to thirty 

families and settling tem-

porarily in places accord-

ing to the demands for 

their labor. 

Because of their nomadic 

nature they live in isolated 

groups away from others. 

They are easily recognized 

by their very colorful and 

vey bright traditional at-

tires. The woman wear 

mostly big gypsy like swirl-

ing skirts and pants made 

of red, black and white 

cotton, decorated with 

mirror glass and coins 

stitched into it.  The 

women cover their head 

with a mantle draped 

down to their feet. They 

wear bone bangles from 

their wrist right up to their 

arms which indicates that 

she is married.  

The women love jewelry 

which is an integral part of 

their body. They wear sil-

ver anklets which clinks as 

they walk barefoot. Mar-

ried women wear ivory 

armbands.   

The unmarried girls are 

not allowed to wonder 

outside the community 

and are usually veiled 

when speaking to strang-

ers.  

The men in the past wore 

distinctive cloths, but now 

they are generally indistin-

guishable from other In-

dian men. 

  

been reached with the 

gospel, or known evangeli-

cal Christians,  the rest 

have never even heard the 

name JESUS. 

The literacy level is very 

low basically due to their 

nomadic lives and isola-

tion from others, only 12% 

of the men and 3.6% of 

the woman can read and 

write. 

There are approximately  

fifty five million Banjaras 

gypsies  in the world, 

mostly located throughout 

south central India. Major-

ity of them live in India,  

five million of which live in 

Andhra Pradesh alone. 

Among the many  millions 

of Banjaras that live in 

India 95.09% are Hindu, 

only 0.1% of them have 

The new generation seek a 

more stable life, hopefully 

the literacy level would 

begin to increase in the 

near future. 

T H E I R  L I F E S T Y L E  

S O M E  S T A T I S T I C S  

skill sets depending on  

the demands where they 

settle.  

Some do not believe in 

working at all and get 

their income by 

“religious begging”.  

They do their begging in 

the name of specific dei-

ties. 

As is typical of gypsies 

they too do a lot of for-

tune-telling along with 

magic, and are good ac-

robats. 

The Banjaras have lead-

ers who oversee the af-

fairs of their community 

and the role of the leader 

is passed down to the 

leader’s son.  

 

The Banjaras are very 

poor and usually live in 

unsanitary conditions 

which adversely affects 

their health. 

 

Story telling is an integral 

part of their lives as gyp-

sies, as well as dancing. 

The woman dance in cir-

cles  chanting and dancing  

to drums beaten by the 

men. 

Though historically no-

madic keeping cattle, a 

few Banjaras hold white 

collar jobs, make jewelry 

and ornaments, they are 

very diversified in their 
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“Because of their 
nomadic nature 
they live in 
isolated groups 
away from others” 



There are several chal-

lenges to reaching the 

Banjaras; 

 

The Banjaras are very 

superstitious people and 

as a result very resistant 

to the gospel, because 

they fear that their gods 

may bring down calam-

ity on them for convert-

ing. 

 

Because of their nomadic 

lifestyle many are yet to 

hear the name JESUS 

and for a Church struc-

ture to be established in 

their community. 

 

The low literacy level 

makes it difficult for 

Christian materials to be 

distributed among them 

and impossible for them 

to read the Bible which 

as you know has life 

changing power. 

 

Their original language 

is not scripted, so there’s 

no Bible in their lan-

guage. However most 

speak a second language 

of the State they live in 

and adopt the script. 

 

They have very little 

involvement outside their 

community and keep 

very close to themselves 

not allowing for outside 

influence.  

 

Because they are con-

stantly on the move their 

children do not attend 

school. 

 

Pray for the scripture to be  

orally scripted in their lan-

guage and also the JESUS 

movie. 

Pray the Lord opens their 

heart to receive the gos-

pel. 

Pray against the barriers 

to reaching them, that the 

Lord lifts them up and give 

Pray that the Lord would 

open a door of opportunity 

to reach the Banjaras 

Pray for creative ways to 

reach the Banjaras. 

Pray for trained Christians 

workers among them. 

Pray for an open opportu-

nity for us to reach them. 

us access to them.  
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reach people groups like 

the Banjaras. I am not 

sure if any  Bible story has 

been scripted orally in any 

of their spoken languages. 

Dramatizing the scripture 

would be another effective 

tool in reaching this peo-

ple group along with mov-

ies of the gospel and the 

JESUS story. 

Most effective would be 

training and equipping 

the few believers among 

them to better reach their 

own people in the lan-

guage and culture famil-

iar to them. 
  

E F F E C T I V E  W A Y S  T O  R E A C H I N G  T H E  B A N J A R A S  

The Banjaras have an oral 

culture, because of the low 

literacy level, they receive 

and pass down informa-

tion orally. Therefore the 

most effective method of 

reaching then with the 

gospel would be through 

story-telling. 

There are several Christian 

organizations in the U.S. 

that have scripted the 

Bible into oral form to 
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“Their original 
language is not 
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there’s no Bible in 
their language” 



FOCUS is a monthly newsletter birth from a God given 

desire during my time in Missions School at Christ for the 

Nations Dallas TX 11 years ago. Also from a recent phone 

call on my birthday March 16th 2008, from my sister Koko 

urging me to write a newsletter called FOCUS, that as it’s 

name implies bring attention to the unreached people 

groups, and Countries in the 10/40 window. 

This month’s edition is the fourth of several articles focus-

ing on India. My desire is to bring to the awareness of the 

body of Christ worldwide especially in the free world the 

unreached in the 10/40 window, and the plight of the 

persecuted Church. My intention in doing this is to provoke 

you to pray, go as a missionary to these places or people 

group or support the missionaries who are there. 

MAY GOD BLESS YOU 

L O C A T I N G  T H E  B A N J A R A S  

Penetrating the 10/40 
window with the gospel 
 

Transforming the Nations through 
Jesus Christ 

ATIM O. BASSEY                             atim_bassey@yahoo.com      4 
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