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The Dalits are said to be 

born outside the body of 

the Hindu creator and 

therefore are considered 

out-caste. They are not 

within the caste structure.  

The belief of Hindus in-

cluding the Dalits is that 

god is punishing them for 

sins committed in previous 

life and the only way out is 

to be good servants to the 

upper caste so upon re-

birth they will be reincar-

nated into a high caste.  

 

India’s religious and social 

structure is based on a 

caste system. The caste 

system is a system of so-

cial segregation.  The ba-

sic premise of the Hindu 

caste system is that all 

men are not born equally. 

According to Manu 

Dharma, the Hindu reli-

gious code of conduct, all 

persons are divided into 

four caste groups. This 

caste division determines 

a persons dignity and 

place in life until they die. 

There is no getting out of it 

no matter how talented or 

how wealthy you become. 

According to the Hindu 

religious text the four ma-

jor caste groups come 

from various parts of the 

body of god and each 

group has assigned func-

tions in society. The four 

major groups are; 

1) Brahmins—The 

priestly caste, they 

are at the top. They 

are the only ones to 

perform temple du-

ties and are said to 

come from the head 

of god. 

2) Kshatriyas—The warri-

ors and ruling class. 

They come from the 

shoulder of god. 

3) Vaisyas—The trading 

class, they come from 

the thigh of god 

4) Sudras—The servants. 

They come from the 

feet of god. They 

serve the above three 

classes. 

The word Dalit means bro-

ken, torn, scattered and 

crushed. They named them-

selves Dalits, a word used 

to describe their condition 

and feelings, and to recover 

their self dignity. By the 

Hindu majority they are 

called outcast or untouch-

ables or unseeables. Within 

the four castes are over 

3,000 sub castes, the 

Dalits are completely out-

side of the structured 

caste, the extreme lowest 

of all Hindus. They are de-

prived of education, rights 

to own properties, assets, 

or weapons to defend 

themselves. Dalits form 

16% to 20% of  India’s 

population, an estimated 

160 million. They live away 

from caste Hindus in segre-

gated colonies. Dalits are 

physically indistinguishable 

from upper caste, but vil-

lage of origin, family name 

and occupation will soon 

give away your caste .  
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> Hinduism is the largest 
major religion in India. 
Approximately 80% of 
the population prac-
tices various forms of 

Hinduism. 

> 2.4% Christians (mostly 
found on the southwest 
coastal area and in the 

northeast 

> 14% of the population 

practice Islam. 

> 2% Siks (principally in 

the Punjab). 

> 0.7% Buddhists 

(Himalayan areas) 

> 0.5% Jains (Gujarat, 

also in Rajasthan). 

>  0.4% Judaism (Goa) 

>  Zoroastrianism 
(Bombay’s Parsi popula-

tion). 

> Bahai religion.  

Population: 1,129,866,154 

(2007 est.).                              
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The Dalits by their very 

existence  in Hinduism 

violates the brahminical 

cleanliness, because they 

are considered perpetually 

filthy and can never be 

cleansed.  A high caste 

Hindu is polluted if they 

come in contact with a 

Dalit, or enter their house, 

or sit near them. In areas 

of India where the practice 

is stricter, even contact 

with a Dalit’s shadow is 

polluting and therefore 

one must become purified 

by washing with water. In 

former times in northern 

India, Dalits had to beat 

drums to announce their 

arrival, so they could be 

avoided. 

Dalits are delegated to 

occupations considered 

unclean by Hindus. They 

perform menial, degrading 

task like removing human 

waste, dead animals and 

bodies, they are leather 

workers, agricultural labor-

ers  and scavengers. They 

are not allowed to worship 

in temples, and their chil-

dren are denied educa-

tion.  

Rape is a common abuse 

with Dalit women by upper 

caste, who when it comes 

to sex have no problem 

coming in contact with a 

Dalit. Due to the high rate 

of rape among Dalit 

women, girls  marry early 

because once a girl is 

raped she’s not marriage-

able. Majority of temple 

prostitutes or Devadasis 

are Dalits. 

Christianity.  

The early Church faced 

this same problem of dis-

crimination when the un-

circumcised gentiles ac-

cepted Christ and became 

part of the commonwealth 

of Israel. But they over 

came this problem to be-

come one new body woven 

together to become the 

Church, the bride of Christ. 

assigned or enjoyed by 

Hindu, Buddhist and Sikh 

Dalits. The Dalit Christians 

are the most exploited in 

India. 85% of the Dalit 

Christians continue to live 

in slums and are discrimi-

nated against by fellow 

Christians, especially  by 

fellow Hindu converts who 

have a problem adjusting 

to the all inclusiveness of 

Today we see the beautiful 

body of many parts, as 

one fulfilling God’s pur-

pose on earth. The Church 

in India faces the same 

problem, like the early 

Church, they too will over-

come to become one lov-

ing body of believers. Until 

then I believe there would 

be a restraint on the out 

pouring  of God’s Spirit on 

India. 

H I S T O R I C A L  A T T I T U D E S  A N D  D I S C R I M I N A T I O N  

 

ous forms among non-

Hindus. This caste system 

has been entrenched into 

the psyche of the Indian 

mind and woven into the 

social fabric of Indian soci-

ety. 

It is especially worse for 

Dalits who become Chris-

tians, they suffer sever 

discrimination in two ways;  

In society and in the 

Church. They as Christians 

are identified as Dalit 

Christians not just Chris-

tians. The rest of the Hin-

dus that convert to Christi-

anity bring with them this 

caste stronghold and have 

a really hard time accept-

ing Dalits as equals, and 

fellow co-workers in the 

body of Christ. The govern-

ment on the other hand 

deny Dalits who convert to 

Christianity the privilege 

and quota  

D I S C R I M I N A T I O N  A G A I N S T  C H R I S T I A N  D A L I T S  

You May ask, why a Dalit 

remains in Hinduism, 

when they can escape the 

injustice of the Hindu 

caste system by convert-

ing to other religions? 

Many have converted, but 

conversion to other relig-

ions has not freed them 

from their Dalitness. Un-

fortunately the caste sys-

tem cuts across all reli-

gious barriers in India, 

though practiced in vari-
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For 3,000 years of human 

history the Dalits have 

suffered great injustice at 

the hands of the so called 

high caste especially the 

Brahmins who have 

amassed wealth  from the 

cheap labors and sweat of 

the Dalits. This unspeak-

able horror is in the name 

of Hindu gods. This hide-

ous system has survived 

because the religious lead-

ers whose duty it is to 

translate the Hindu scrip-

tures to the common peo-

ple, convince them that it 

is a divine ordinance and 

can not be challenged. 

The caste system in India 

is the longest surviving 

social structure that bene-

fits very much those 

above. The holocaust 

came to an end so did the 

slavery of Afro-Americans 

and apartheid in South 

Africa, but the caste sys-

tem seems to have en-

dured centuries of human 

history unchallenged, be-

cause so many including 

Christians in India benefit 

from the cheap labor the 

Dalits provide. Any attempt 

by Dalits to resist  this 

injustice is met with re-

taliation from the upper 

caste with rape, massacre 

and other atrocities.  

Who is going to speak for 

the millions of voiceless 

Dalits? Your prayers can 

speak on their behalf. Our 

Lord came to set captives 

such as these free. 

Pray for a revival among 

the Dalits and the out 

pouring of God’s Spirit 

upon them. 

Please pray for the protec-

tion of Dalits against 

abuse especially the 

women, from being raped. 

Pray for the Dalit children. 

Please ask God to inter-

vene in this hopeless 

Please pray, asking the 

Lord to visit these broken 

and rejected people group 

with the out pouring of His 

Spirit, so that through 

them, He may touch the 

rest of India.  

Pray that the Church in 

India would be an exten-

sion of God’s love and 

acceptance of Dalits.  

situation. 
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power  and produces won-power  and produces won-power  and produces won-power  and produces won-
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L O N G E S T  S U R V I V I N G  S O C I A L  S T R U C T U R E  

P R A Y E R  F O C U S  

on July 25th, 1997-2002 

was a Dalit, the first to 

break the caste barrier 

and hold the highest office 

in India. 

“According to government 

statistics 80% of Dalits live 

in rural areas and 86% of 

Dalits household are land-

less. 

60% of Dalits are depend-

ent on casual labor  

Only 37% of Dalits are 

literates. 

3 Dalit women are raped 

every day 

A crime is committed 

against a Dalit every 18 

minutes”. (Who are Dalits; 

page1. http://

www.dalitfoundation.org/

whoaredalits011). 

 

S O M E  S T A R T I S T I C S  

India’s constitution in the-

ory has banned discrimi-

nation against Dalits with 

the untouchability Act in 

1955, but this of course is 

not in full implementation 

and the caste system still 

dominates the social 

structure of India’s society. 

There are a few Dalits that 

have risen to the top. K.R. 

Narayanan India’s tenth 

president sworn into office 
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FOCUS is a monthly newsletter birth from a God given 

desire during my time in Missions School at Christ for the 

Nations Dallas TX 11 years ago. Also from a recent phone 

call on my birthday from my sister Koko urging me to write 

a newsletter called FOCUS, that as it’s name implies bring 

attention to the unreached people groups, and Countries 

in the 10/40 window. 

This month’s edition is the second of a series focusing on 

India. My desire is to bring to the awareness of the body of 

Christ worldwide especially in the free world the un-

reached in the 10/40 window, and the plight of the perse-

cuted Church. My intention in doing this is to provoke you 

to pray, go as a missionary to these places or people group 

or support the missionaries who are there. 

MAY GOD BLESS YOU 

Penetrating the 10/40 
window with the gospel 
. 

Transforming the Nations through 
Jesus Christ 

K.R. Narayanan. 
The tenth president of India. 
The first Dalit to hold the 
highest office in India. 
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