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in that City. When you read 

the letter of Paul to the 

Corinthian Christians you 

realize that their main 

problem as a Church was 

gross immorality stem-

ming from the Corinth 

culture at the time. In our 

modern civilization India 

and the devadasis are very 

similar. 

 

Devadasi is a derivative of 

two words from the Hindu 

Sanskrit “Deva” (god) and 

“Dasi” (servant or slave). 

Devadasis are girls dedi-

cated at a very young age 

through ritual marriage to 

Hindu deities, delivering 

sexual favors to men par-

ticularly the priests. They 

are not allowed to marry 

mortals, and care for the 

temple and it’s presiding 

deity. 

This Hindu system origi-

nated between the third 

and sixth century A.D. in 

India predominantly in the 

south. This practice is said 

to have degenerated from 

entertaining the ruling 

class in dance, temple 

duties, and classic Hindu 

arts to ritualized prostitu-

tion.  

There is an oxymoron 

when perceiving a 

devadasi, on the one hand 

they are perceived as dirty 

but yet as powerful and 

sacred because of their 

link with deity. 

The existence of temple 

prostitutions dates back to 

many ancient civilization’s 

worship of idols like those 

of Babylonia, Cyprus Phoe-

nicia Greece, Mesopota-

mia etc.  

In the Apostle Paul’s days 

the temple of Corinth was 

home to hundreds of tem-

ple prostitutes, who 

through their act earned 

money for the temple’s up 

keep. Hence the preva-

lence of gross immorality 

The name devadasi is 

referred to locally in dif-

ferent terms; In Tamil 

Nadu they are known as 

Devaradiar or Dasis, 

meaning servants of god 

or slaves; In Travancore 

region as Kudikkars, 

those belonging to the 

house; In Andhra Pradesh 

as Dogams or Sanis; In 

Kannada speaking areas 

as Basavis and Jogatis; In 

Goa and Western India as 

Bhavinis, meaning beauti-

ful wanton woman; In 

Maharashtra as Muralis 

Jogatis or Jogtinis; and in 

Marwar as Bhagtanis or 

Bhagtan, wife of a bhagat 

or holy man.  

Anil, Chawla . “Devadasi 

history” Page 10. (http://

www.samurthbharat.com/

files/devadasihistory.pdf).    
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> Hinduism is the largest  
major religion in India. 
Approximately 80% of 
the population prac-
tices various forms of 

Hinduism. 

> 2.4% Christians 
(mostly found on the 
southwest coastal area 

and in the northeast 

> 14% of the population 

practice Islam. 

> 2% Siks (principally in 

the Punjab). 

> 0.7% Buddhists 

(Himalayan areas) 

> 0.5% Jains (Gujarat, 

also in Rajasthan). 

>  0.4% Judaism (Goa) 

>  Zoroastrianism 
(Bombay’s Parsi popu-

lation). 

> Bahai religion.  

Population: 1,129,866,154 

(2007 est.).                              
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Young girl preparing to 
become a devadasi  



There are many reasons 

why a girl is devoted to a 

goddess as devadasi; pov-

erty is the primary reason. 

The girls are predomi-

nantly from the lowest 

caste, dedicated due to 

socioeconomic needs. 

Some offer their children 

in exchange for favor or 

prayer request from a 

deity or in fulfillment of a 

wish or cure from some 

illness, some hope to be 

blessed with the birth of a 

son, some cannot afford   

dowry for their girls (girls 

pay dowry in India) and 

prefer to dispose of them 

as devadasis, some do so 

to ensure good fortune. 

Whatever the reasons are 

the girls are often too 

young to know what they 

are entering into and cer-

tainly have no say in this 

hideous system.  Their 

families are made to feel 

that they have sacrificed 

their daughter to god.  

In an article from world 

vision’s website Nin-

gamma a devadasi dedi-

cated at age twelve to a 

Hindu goddess and spend-

ing twenty years as a 

devadasi said “it was im-

possible to say no to any 

man. My parents  told me, 

if you stop, god would 

punish you”. The little girls 

dedicated have no idea 

what being a devadasi 

means, they think they are 

doing it for god.  The name 

devadasi conceals the true 

nature of their  future as 

prostitutes. 

dess they are sleeping 

with and the desire of the 

goddess they are appeas-

ing. 

They become sexual 

slaves to the upper caste 

men and are also avail-

able for public use. This 

is the only time the so 

called upper caste see 

need to come in contact 

with an untouchable, 

Wed to the temple god-

dess, upon puberty the 

young girl has her first 

“client ceremony”. 

“Suddenly they sent me 

inside… “ says a former 

devadasi about her first 

client encounter. The spirit 

of the goddess is now in 

her for the rest of her life 

they believe, so when men 

sleep with her it’s the god-

other wise they wouldn’t 

as much as share the 

same glass as a devadasi.  

Other duties depending 

on their ritual status  

include; performing rit-

ual dances to appease the 

god and goddess of the 

temple, clean the temple, 

sing, beg, and through 

ritual sex ensure good 

fortune and spiritual  
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Alankara — donated by 

nobles to their family deity 

Rudra Gomka or Gopika — 

appointed by the temple 

for specific services.  

Dedication ceremony is 

much like a high caste 

Hindu wedding but without 

a husband. The girls are 

bought dresses , saris, 

gold necklace, jewelries, 

toe rings and other mar-

riage gifts. Dowry is not 

paid as is in a normal mar-

riage between a man and 

woman.  

A red and white beaded 

necklace is given to 

devadasis upon dedica-

tion. Most women never 

take off these beads even 

when out of the system. 

 

T Y P E S  O F  D E V A D A S I S  I N  H I N D U  T R A D I T I O N  

There are seven types of 

devadasi in Hindu tradi-

tion;  

Vikrita — bought or self 

sold to god  

Bhritya — servant for sup-

porting family 

Bhakta — devotee 

devadasi 

Those abducted and de-

serted at the temple 
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Devadasi left without a 
future 

Devadasis 

“Suddenly they 
sent me inside…” 



harmony to temple pa-
trons; ritual sex for the 
purpose of seeking an-
swers to prayers, dressing, 
and caring for their hus-
band the temple deity. In 
my research I found that 
some live in or around the 
temple and work strictly 
from the temple, others 
end up in brothels, while 
some are kept as concu-
bines the men come to, 
outside of their homes 
with no commitment or the 
usual marital obligations, 
even to the children that 
come as a result.  
Kamataka devadasis may 

mostly stay with their fami-
lies and work from home 
and within their communi-
ties. Amount paid by cli-
ents can be as little as one 
dollar. 
A lot end up with children 
who may become temple 
staff and continue in the 
devadasi system.  
Karnataka India’s sixth 
largest state in the south-
ern part historically has 
the largest number of 
devadasis, not surprisingly  
this state is among the top 
four states in India in re-
gard to HIV/AIDS epi-
demic.  

The government of India 
passed a social reform act 
banning the devadasi 
practice. The practice was 
declared illegal in 1982 by 
the government of Karna-
taka and the government 
of Andhra Pradesh in 
1988.  

Techniques adopted to 

discourage this system 

includes police surveil-

lance at festivals where 

dedications occur, offering 

monetary  reward to men 

who marry devadasis, 

sponsoring schools  for the 

children and providing  

        

Isolation. 

Pray for their salvation and 

spiritual deliverance. 

Pray for an increase in 

Christian workers among 

this people group. 

Pray for emotional healing 

and successful rehabilita-

tion into society. 

You and I can not even 

begin to imagine the 

trauma of sexual as well 

as emotional abuse these 

precious souls have en-

dured  from childhood to 

their adult age. They face  

social rejection, no one is 

willing to marry them, 

many suffer from HIV/AIDS 

driving them into further  

Pray for the wisdom for the 

workers and sensitivity in 

dealing with these 

wounded souls. 

Pray for healing for those 

with HIV/AIDS. 

“The earnest prayer of a “The earnest prayer of a “The earnest prayer of a “The earnest prayer of a 

righteous person has great righteous person has great righteous person has great righteous person has great 

power  and produces won-power  and produces won-power  and produces won-power  and produces won-

derful results” James 5:6  derful results” James 5:6  derful results” James 5:6  derful results” James 5:6  

(NLT)(NLT)(NLT)(NLT)    
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to know. One  source said 
5,000 girls each year an-
other says 15,000. Be-
cause a lot of this is done 
outside public view it is 
difficult to get accurate 
numbers. I would safely 
assume anything between 
5,000 to 15,000 would be 
right. Whatever the figures 
may be, it is not accept-
able. 
 
Many NGOs are working 
with the victims of this 
hideous system to rehabili-

tate them back to normal  
life. Teaching them life 
skills, offering regular 
health check up and medi-
cal care for HIV/AIDS vic-
tims, rehabilitation for 
their children and working 
with the government and 
banks to offer former 
devadasis small business 
loans.  
However effective this may 
be it does not even begin 
to deal with the emotional 
damage from years of 
abuse.  

 

work alternatives. How-

ever the practice is still 

prevalent and only driven 

underground as a result of 

the ban.  Dedications are 

done at midnight and in 

private homes. Some now 

away from their temple 

duties with no life’s skills 

practice prostitution in the 

open market.  

The number of girls dedi-

cated each year is difficult  
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Elderly devadasis—now begging . 
They keep long hair and do not wash 
regularly as sacrifice to the temple 
god.  

life without hope 

“Dedications are 
done at midnight 
and in private 
homes” 



 FOCUS is a monthly newsletter birth from a God given 

desire during my time in Missions School at Christ for the 

Nations Dallas TX 11 years ago. Also from a recent phone 

call on my birthday from my sister Koko urging me to write 

a newsletter called FOCUS, that as it’s name implies bring 

attention to the unreached people groups, and Countries 

in the 10/40 window. 

This month’s edition is the first of several articles focusing 

on India. My desire is to bring to the awareness of the 

body of Christ worldwide especially in the free world the 

unreached in the 10/40 window, and the plight of the 

persecuted Church. My intention in doing this is to provoke 

you to pray, go as a missionary to these places or people 

group or support the missionaries who are there. 

MAY GOD BLESS YOU 

Penetrating the 10/40 
window with the gospel 

Transforming the Nations through 
Jesus Christ 

Please pray  
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